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| For the Due WT 
REGULATION 
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Geod Reader, 
'T' js: not long fince I accidentally met with a Printed _ 
"Paper, Entitled, 4 Letter :0 8 Member of Parliament, 
. ſhewing that a Reſtraint on the Preſs is inconſiſtent with the 

Proteſtant Religion, and dangerous t0 the Liberties of the 


Nation. This Title at the firſt view did ſtartle and make 


me wonder; for I could not imagine how the Contents of 
this Letter could poſſibly juſtifie ſuch an Inſcription. _ 
But whether this Letter were really ſent, or only pretended, 
and by whom, I cannot tell; for the Writer of itt it 
an a& of Prudenceto conceal his Name, as well as his Opini 
ov. But if he be not one of the worſt fort of Hereticks, I 
mean a Socinian, it is his w_ misfortune, and no _ 
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fanlt , that he hath given his Reader juſt cauſe to think 
him ſo. For, -— on 
_ 1. This Author treats our-Comman People with extraor- 
| Ig. ho-pheet lent Rp 4) every Man's 
Conſtience ; and tells us, that every Man hath as much 
right to Communicate his Thoughts to his Neighbour, as to 
on _ himſelf ; _ tells us, bir every _ - to judg 
or himlelf, even in the controverteg.Points. !gion,- as 
well 2s the _ ir pot tem" =_ Can we won- 
© der that a Sotmian ſhould thus Aatter the Viilgar; for they, 
who deſign to inftil their mor into the Heads of Men, 
are concerned in Policy 'by fair; words and courtſhip firſt to 
 infinuate themſelves into their Hearts: 
2. This Author treats the Church of England with inci- 

vility and ſcurrilous Language; - he loads'its Governours with 
ſeveral Calumnies, which are no way deſerved; he calleth 
them, Impoſers upon the iConſciences 'of Men, Tyrants, Lords of 
tbe Peoples Faith; but *tis not my bulineſs to wipe off his un- - 


however, *cis not ſtratige that a-Sycinien ſho 
ſpatter the Clergy of our Church, to render as. 0dious tothe 
eople, becauſe they know that our Divines are the moſt 
able Men to defend thoſe great Articles of our Creed, which 
they oppoſe; and to confute thoſe deteſtable Do#rines, which 
they promote, but Will never be» able.to maintain, fo long as 
the Church of England ſhall contimie as well ftored with 
learned Men, as now it is. But in the mean time, they 
make it their buſineſs to diſparage and vilifhe our Divines, in 
hopes that our People, diſefteeming our . Per/ons, may ſhew 
the leſs regard to what we plead. in defence of Truth... 
3. This Author ſheweth himſelf yer more manifeſtly to be 
''a Socinian, becauſe according to the known Practice of that 
ſort of Men, he highly magnifies Huwane Reaſon, exalting 
it far above its proper Sphere, advancing it to that ſublime 
_ ſacred Office, which, as noy it is, it can never diſ- 
rge. 
. _ For in that Preliminary Diſcourſe, which he premiſeth as 
an Introduction to the main Body and Subſtance of his Let- 
ter, he tells us, that God hath given Man, Hs Reeſon, hich 
* bis only light, not only to diſcover that there *« a Religion, but 
” ro 
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ro diffinguiſh the Trae ome the nungy. falſe Ones - He tel us a- 


gain, p, 15: Ther God bath given. Men no other Guide, but their 
| Reaſon, to bring" them to bappineſs ;-and. yer again, p-19.. he 
ſaith, Thar:the Peoples:common Notions are the Teſts and Standards * 
of | all. Traths, ' -: ed x: 4ithigas | 
- Now," my: own: Reaſon, ſuch as:it- is, tells me; - that all 
theſe Aſſertions are as: falſe, as bold and daring; for, what 
ter Encomiums could:have been:;given to Humane Res- 
gener tl is the ſtate of Innocence ? though in thac 
ſtate theReaſon-of —— like the Swn in its full 
glory, -not- a Cloud interpohng; .yet-by, and fince, the fall 
of 'Adem, the Common Reafon-of: Mankind is become like 
the Aoon lying under, thongh not a Total, yet a very greac | 
Eclipſe. | Solomon, the wiſeſt of Men, hath left our Reaſon | 
no better Title chan this ;-:be Candle of the | Lord. *Tis not Prov. xx, ay, 
ſtiled a blazing Torch, but'a: Candle, which: is but a dimine- - 
rve/light, and ſo- much che leſs, -becauſe *tis full of Seaff, 
*tis clouded with -ifs and fogs of ignorance ; and in nothing 
more; "than-in matters of Religion, - 
True it-is,- that this little: light of Nature, being well at- 
tended'to, is enough to: diſcover to us ſome Truths, - which 
_ area ſiifficient-ground for netwra/ Religion; the Reaſon of 
Man; exerciſing it {elf -in contemplating the Works of Cre- 
' atioh -and- Providence; is enough to convince /him, - that 
there is a God, and- that this'God-. ought-to-be worſhipped ; 
but there are ſome other Truths, abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, which the moſt improved Reaſon of Man, without 
ſome other help, could never have diſcovered. . In all Caſes, 
the Reaſon of Man is, lwmew fine quo non, alight, without which 
 we'can diſcern wo Truth at all; but yet *cis not a light, by 
which we can diſcern every Truth, which doth concern- us. + 
Our Lord hath truly ſaid ; The light of the Body # the Eye, and Matth. vi. 24, 
et this Eye,-be it never fo clear and ftrong, without the 
help of ſome other Lighe beſide it's own, can ſee. yery little 
or nothing ſo here, the light of the Soul is its Reaſon, and 
yet this Reaſon, without ſome other afliſtances,. in matters 
of Religion can diſcern but very little, h 
There were amongſt the Heathens many ſober, vertuous, 
and induſtrious Moraliſts, Men of raiſed Intelle&uals, Men 
of excellent Parts both Natural and Acquired; and yet 'as 
to 
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© the Matters of R they ſhewed chamulalver. mers 
Sots and Dunces $ they: , 2s St. Paab faith, rrainin abeir 
11maginations; gens mac doted in their Notions con- 
cerning- the Nature, Will, and Worſhip: of God; . there are 
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| How camo anorn yen. aa Men fo acute —_— lucky _—— _ 


ing and finding 'our many: ſecret Myſteries both 

Natwre, ſhould be ſo dull and unhappy, as-not oapyrohend 
the Myſteries of Rebgien  Dowbeles the Reaſon needs 
bethis; their own Wnde apo a— on exerciſed; to their 
urmoſy ky | could not inform them: ; fax 'want-of 


R_ clearer o Light. — was their 
het od enlightened and b 


lation. 
race re Hell ofDinie Kea duh 
Com pence ploy, nov ly our Ey ern 
or we em not only our Eyes or abgoes. t our 
U yas $47 ae of God; it muſt beour 
great erm copn cy pr of all ; Ma 9 fad out 
the true Meaning: of what. we read; and: whem. :upon 
Grounds-we are ſatisfied that the right Senſe of fuch, or ſuch 
a Text is:this or that ;- though the Matter therein delivered 
be above the reach of our Reaſon, yet packs ſame Reaſon will 
oblige. us- to- believe it as an undou Truth, becauſe that, 
God, who:cannot lie, hath fo revealed it. And'this, Ithink, 
is all, which humane Reaſon hath to do in Matters of Faith 
and Workhip, unleſs it be to oblige us to the Practice: of what 


we know and 
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and his Bible "when he rold the World 1s Be rinced Paper, 
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which hath the true Religion 
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ns be true, or any ofre co t 
ſinall Light of my own Reaſon hath not yet enabled me to 
diſcern any diffetence betwixt the earth Ciths, 
| br And" the ſuch notorious Fal- 
| to the view of the World by che © 
a very ſtrong Argument, why itg ould be reſtrained. 
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SECT IL 


T H E main Argumehts, which this Author pleads for an 
unifecll Freedom of he Preſs, ate _ HO from thee 
' two To rom the great s of Printin 

which hath been lo © very boneficad ro «as Chriſtian Ch Church, 
Secondly, From ſeveral great Inconveniencies, which, as he 
ſaith, would follow, were the Prefs once more reſtrained 


and limi 


I. This Author clots the great U efulneſs of Printing, 
2s an Atgument that the Preſs: ſhould be unlimiced. To 
which I anſwer Two ways. 1. By 


taith Fine ns | 


NEE Matt. v, I 


(8) 
- 1. By way of Conceflion ; we do eafily grant that the 

Invention of Printing hath. proved very beneficial to the. 
Chriſtian Church : *Tis this, which hath diffuſed the know- 
ledge of uſeful Arts and. Sciences, and all ſorts of humane 
Learning: *Tis this, which hath furniſhed our Libraries with . 
vaſt Numbers of excellent Books : *Tis this, which hath fur- 
niſhed our Churches and our Families with great Store of . 
Bibles.; and we eaſily grant, what this Author aflerts, that to 

this Art of Printing we owe, under God, the happy and 

quick Progreſs of the Reformation. b- -4 

- But 2. By way of denial, we cannot grant that the uſe- 

fulneſs of the Preſs is a good Argument, that its Liberty 

ſhould be unlimited, For notyriealtanchng Gels great Ad- 
vantages, which both Religon and Learning have reaped from 
this curious, Art of Printing, may not it, as well as many 
other things, very uſeful in their own Nature, . be fo abuſed 
and perverted, as to become Inſtrumental to the great Derri- 
ment of Mankind ? *Tis an old Rule, corruptio optimi peſſims ; 
the better things are when well uſed, the worſe they grow, 
when corrupted. The Sword is an excellent Inſtrument, 
when it 2efends the guiltleſs; but it-proves an unhappy Tool, 
when it mwrders the Innocent. Phyfick, duly adminiftred 
by a Learned Phyſician, may preſerve a Life ; but being miſ- 
applied by an ignorant Mountebank, it tends to deſtroy 
if, 


*Tis certain that the Art*of Printing hath done a great 
deal of good, and we are to bleſs God = it; -but withal, it 
is as certain, that it hath done, and ſtill may do a great deal 
of Miſchief, and we are to lament it. When the Preſs tends 
to promote Religion and Virtue, 'tis well employed, and ought 
to be encouraged ; but when the Preſs tends to promote Vice 
and Jrreligion,” it ought to be diſcountenanced and reſtrained. 
*Tis evident that the Preſs hath been uſed to publiſh a great 
Numbers of ſuch Papers, as tend to debawch the Lives, and 
corrupt the Tudgments of Men ; ſuch are our obſcene Poxms, 
our profane and wanton Stage-plays, where Vice 1s not only 
repreſented but ſo promoted, that we may juſtly fear, that as 
«ll cheir SpeRators loſg their Time; ſo many of them may 
loſs their Innocence too. For ſince the Hearts of Men are 
ſo prong to evil, and become ſo bke to rinder, apt to take 
| Fire 


(9) 
Fire from every. little Spark; *is hard to /ze thoſe Vices, 
which are pleafing to Fleſh and Blood, repreſented upon 
a publick Stage, and yet not be infefed by them. 

And as theſe are very like to: debauch their Spe#aror's 
Morals, fo are there many other printed Papers as like to 
corrupt their Reader's Judgments. Such are thoſe many Vo- 
lumes printed in Defence of Popery; and which is worſe, 
ſuch are thoſe Books printed in the Defence of Arianiſm, Soci- 
ianiſm, and other Hereſies juſtly condemned by the Catholick 
Church in the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 

'Tis reported that our modern Socinians have alebady r- 

verted a conſiderable Number of Men, not only by their 
perſonal Inſinuations, but by their printed Papers; and *tis very 
probable, that they may yet make many more Proſelytes to 
their dangerous Opinion, if the Prefs be ſtill permitted to 
publiſh whatever c 7 think fit to write, For their Books 
contain Arguments ſo plauſible, ſo ſeemingly ſtrong, that - 
they may pals for clear Evidences and Demonſtrations a- 
monegſt the unlearned Multitude, who are in no capacity to 
diſcover the Fallacies that lie in them. Now, fince the 
Preſs may as well do harm as good, 'tis very reaſonable that it 
ſhould be well regulated to promote that good, and pre- 
went that harm; *tis very fit that no new Books ſhould be 
07-5 i , till they have been fiſt ſuperviſed and al- 
lowed. . 
But to whom ought the Care of this be committed ? 
Doubtleſs to Men of Integrity, Learning and Fudgmemt; to 
Men, who are able, at firſt view, to diſtinguiſh Vice from 
Vertue, and Trwmih from Error ; and with ſuch Men is the 
Church of England ſtored ; Men of ſuch Parts and Piety, 
that we cannot without breach of Charity, ſo much as once 
ſuſpe&, that they would, to gratifie any Party, ſhfle any 
Book, which might tend to the advantage of the Chriſtian 
Charch, or the common benefit of Mankind. 

Notwithſtanding this, our Author thought fit to tell 
his Friend, the Parliament-Man, that of all other Perſons, 
the Clergy-men of our Church, are the moſt unfit to be truſted 
with the Regulation of the Prefs; and for. that, he gives this 
Reaſon; namely, becauſe they would allow no Books to be 


publiſhed, fave only ſuch as tend to eſtabliſh their own Opi- 
| B nions; 
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nions;; that.is, in plain Engliſh, they would permit no Books 
to be printed, which and to ſubyere the fundamental Ar- 
ticles of the. Chriſtian Faith ; and for that, Who can juſtly 
blame them ? I LS ne 

That the Artic!:s of the Church of Erglayd are Sound 
and Orthodox, hath been proved over. and over by ſuch 
Scripture Arguments, as Prieſts and Jeſuits, Arias and So- 
civians, or any other Heretick, never yet could, nor ever 
can overthrow.; and if any Books, which contradi& them, 
be offered tothe Preſs, 'tis fit they ſhould: be #:ifed in the 
Birth ; and if they chance to be brought forth by ſtealth, *tis 
fit they ſhould immediately be caſt into the Flames, that be- 
ing. the quickeſt way to cleanſe them from that Dreſs that is 
in.them.. RW | ; 

 But-however, to prevent as much as may be, the further 
increaſe of dangerous Books, which by good Words, fair 
Speeches, and ſeeming Arguments may do much Miſchief 
amongſt the illiterate Vulgar ; *tis very neceſfary, that all 
Writings offered to the Preſs about Matters of Religion, ſhould 
— be examined by Conſcientious and Judicious Divines ; 
and that no general Liberty ſhould be. allowed to Men of all 
Se&s to write, and to Printers to publiſh whatever they pleaſe. 

There are amongſt us in this unhappy Age, Hereticks of 
ſeveral denominations, of whom St. Paw! ſaith, Their mouths 
muſt be ſtopped ; and for that he gives a very juſt Reaſon, 
when he tells us, They ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things 
which they ought not. Now, if there ought to be a Muzzle 
clapped upon the Hereticks mouth, there is far greater Reaſon 
that there: ſhould be a reſtraint upon his Per and Preſs, For 
tis impoflible that any Herenck ſhould do ſo much Mil- 
chief with his Tongue, as he may by his Fritings ; words only 


ſpoke and heard are tranſient; but words written and printed 


are permanent 3 an heretical Tongue can do no harm but by a 
perſonal Conference, but an heretical Fen may do much. Miſ- 
Chief to Men at a diftance ; the wrong that may be done by 
bereticel Diſcourſe alone, can reach but the preſent Age; but 
beretical Books may injure and poyſon the Souls of Men in 
after Ages. And fince there are: too many ſuch Books pub- 
Iihed amongſt us, it is the great Concern, and ſhould be 
the great Care of our Goyernours, to ſee that there be no 

more, 
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(11) 
more, leſt if their Number increaſe without controul, they 
may by degrees,” conſidering the, ignorance, inſtability, and. 
credulity of Men, ſubvert the Faith of the Sor of God, and 


endanger the Souls of Men. But, 


SE © TBE: 


2 'EY IS Author argueth for an unlimited Liberty of the 

L. Prefs, not only for its own great Uſefulneſs, but from 
the Conſideration of {everal grand Inconveniences, which, as 
he faith, would follow, ſhould the Prefs. chance to be xe- 
ſtrained ; and the farſt which he names, is this. - 


Firſt. The reſtraint of the Preſs tends to, make Men blind- 
ly ſubmit to the Religion they chance to be educated in, and to 
rake it 0 without any trial. To this I: anſwer thus 

This Argument may hold in Popjſh Kingdoms, where the 
People for want of means, cannot z an” or fear of their In- 
quiſitors, dare not examine the Principles ' and Practices of 
the Romen Religion. Buc the ſame. Argument pleaded- in, 
and againſt the Church of Eagan .of no. Force; far ac 

* and hath. 2. Fallacy in ic; 


aint of the Preſs js 
E great Occeſion, that 
_ take up their Religion upon Trult, > indeed it be 
not 10. 4 | 7 png 
The matter of this Charge is true, and as it cannot be de- 
nied, ſo it is much to be lamented, chat great Numbers of 
Men, even amongſt us, do. indeed take up their Religion 
barely on Truſt. Proteſtants they are, but why are they 
ſuch? only becauſe it was the Religion of their Parents, that 
wherein they were trained up from their Childhood ; 'cis the 
Religion eſtabliſhed by our Laws, generally profeſſed in our 
Nation, and preached in our Churches: Theſe, I fear,,are 
the only Motives, upon which the far greateſt Pare of 
= do, by a blind and implicite Faith, cake up their Re- 
ig10n. | 
There is a vaſt multitude of Men, who are conſtrained 
thus to take up their Religion upon truſt, by an i=vincible 
B 2 Neceſſity 


for here is, now cauſa pro canſa ; the ref 
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Necefity; Men, who were never bleſt with a liberal Educa- 
tion, never taught to read.; Men 'fo-dull and ſtupid, that 
they canriot apprebend, mich. leſs remember the Strength- of 
" an Argument; and ſurely Perſons ugder ſuch .11l Circum- 
ſtances, are in no Capacity to jadge for themſelves, but muſt 
rely upon the Judgment of their. Teachers, and upon their 
Credit and Authoruy, take -up ſome [Religion or other, or 
elſe they can take up none at all; and chis 1s the great 
unhappineſs of many Thouſands, I fear, even in the Church 
» of England. LIE. ET So Y. 
Bur beſides theſe, there is another fort of. Men bred upin 
the Principles of Learning ; Men of compleat Knowledge 
and good Ability to judge betwixt Vice and Vertue, Truth 
and Falſhood; and how frequently, how earneſtly, do we 
x Theff. v. 21 exhort ſuch Men from our Pulpits, 7 prove. al things, to 
1 Joh. iv, 1. try the Spirits; but, alas! tis much to be feared, that' we. loſe 
| - one Labonr, that Men will not fpare any time, nor take any 
pains'to 'examin their Religion, but rather take it up at a 
venture juft as they find it. 9 = | 
Now, if a Man takes up his Religion upon truſt, when he 
need not do fo, he runs himſelf both into /mz and danger ; a 
fin it certainly is, becanſe a breach of thoſe fore-named Com- 
- mands; and a great danger -it is, becauſe inſtead of a Fun, 
he may embrace a Clowd; inſtead of a rrue Religon, he may 
choſe' with a falſe one. 4s RN 
But where lieth the Faule? Upon whom, or what, muſt 
this fin be charged ? Sure I am; that in this cafe a reſtraint 
upon the Preſs is. innocent, and cannot be juſtly blamed ; | 
For, were not Men obliged to examin' the Matters of their | 
Religion long before the Art of Printing was invented ? And 
was not the negle& of 'this Duty a fin in former Ages, 
when there was not ſo much as one Prefs in all the World ? 
And if ſo, How could the trial of Relgions depend up- 
- the Prefs in thofe early days, when as. yet it had no 
ing? - | 
nd becaufe the true Chriſtian Fairh is the /arve in all the 
Ages of the Church ſince the Apoſtles days, we muſt mea- 
ture our own Religion by the ſame Rules, by which the Pci- 
mitive Saints meaſured theirs, and what were they ? Not the 
voluminous Fritings of Men, which the Preſs hath now } 
SS broughe | 


( 13) 
brought forth, but the ſacred O-acles of God, This is the 
Courſe, to which the Prophet dires us; To the law, and to 
the Teſtimony. This Courſe did the Bereans take, when to 
examine the Docrines even of the Apoſtles themſelves, 
They ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things were 0; 
and for their doing fo they are_ highly — | | 

And indeed the Scripture 1s the laps Lydins, the Touch- 
fone, the Canon, the only Authentick Rule of Manners, Faith, 
' and religious Forſhip; a Rule ſo _ and eafte in all.neceſſary_ 
points, that in order to the trial of our Religion we haveno 
abſolute need of any Book but Gods, though other good 
Books do well towards the better underſtanding of ſome 
paſſages in this. * | 

*Tis the great Privilege of our Church that we have this 
Rule.of Scripture in ſuch great Quanetties, that every Man, 
who can and: will, may, at an eafie rate, haye it in his cu- 
ſtody, and thereby examine his Religion, when he pleaſech. 
Nor can we juſtly blame the reſtraint of the Preſs, fo long as. ' 
it is permirted to Print our Bibles, and* prohibited to publiſh. 
no 44ar's Book, but ſuch only, as are contrary to Gel b 

Indeed, were the Preſs in England reſtrained, as it is int 
Popiſh Kingdoms, from printing the' Bible in our Vulgar 
Tongue, this Authors Argument would have had muctr 
ſtrength in it ; but ſince it 1s otherwiſe; ſince-we have the 
Striprures, thoſe Teſts and Srandards of our Religion, preached 
in our Publick Churches, and eafily to be had and read, as oft 
as we pleaſe, in our private Families, this Author's Argu- 
| ment- againſt the Reſtraint of the Preſs is invalid and 'un- 
concluding ; for it doth not prove that, for which he pleads. 


it, But to proceed. 


II. TT Second Allegation, whichthis Author urgeth, as: 
a grand inconveniefice, againſt the Reſtraint of the- 


Preſs, is this; Such & Reftraint, ſaith he, deprives Men of the 
moſt proper and beſt means to diſcover trub, To which I an- 


ſwer thus ; 


There: 


the) - 


_ Theres a very cloſe Connexion. betwixt this Argument 
andgbe former a Connexion as between an Antecedent and 
t : or between the Prenniſes and the Lnrkbes. 
5 the former ment he. aealogs CE SRL act. 
hgibns ;. and in \this; 'as the end and .conſequence that, 
the diſcovery of Truth; for to what purpoſe ſhould any Re- 
ligion be impartaally. examined, were it notto diſcover, whe- 
ther:it be true or falſe. And for this reaſon, the. ſame an- 
{wer, which I. have given: co the former Argument, might 
ſerye well. enough for this ; for Hope: the reſtraint of the 
;Prefs doth, not,,as 1 have there.proved, prevent thedue Ex- 
ev of. Religion , it - cannot , prevent the diſcovery of 
rut 
But that ſo it dath, our Author is very pains; PRs, and 
he cells us y what -means- it doth fo, 
Men from ſeeing and examining the different Dont oe votes 
Arguments, alledged for them. . But letthis Author cell us, how 
this, cat be true; can a- Reſtraint of the Preſs for time; 20 
come hinder any Man. from ſeeing and any. the diffe- 
rent Opinionsof Men, and wy Argumentgfor them ! Spa 


7 nay great. a mn = ſed to 
ans © 


common in Sale, ein the ferent, Og Men about 
matters Reb 10N are hly diſcuſſed ! form hell iy Roo 
Man, that will and can, ſufficiently infor Rooks 
already. extant. what Arguments "ny. pron lev by 

Secs of Chriſtians in the d we. Pro- 
feflions? And fingy the Prof hai nook. 42 3h . ng 6 

a. #uwerone, iſſue. of d, methinks SNAP. _ birth. of - ' 
the lame ſort would b =o 2 Super paſo gien. am perluaded, 
that ſhould all the Preſſes in the Chriſtian world be abſolucely 


forbidden to print any more New Books of Controverſy, and 
Polemick Divinity, it would be_no zpRacy to the Catholick 
Church, nor to any-one Member of ac; for, nibil dici poreſt, 
. quod non diftum eff privs ; Prints indeed may be new, but Ar- 
provents either for old Tracts, or againſt old Errors, can hard- 
- : 
But when all is done, Religious Truths cannot be diſcover- 
ed by Humane Arguments any further.thanthoſe Arguments 
are grounded upon the infallible word of God. *Tis a Rule 
in Mathematicks : Reum eft index ſus & Obliqui. He, _ 
wou 


Wy, A 

_ SF) 
would diſcover the Re&irude or. Obliquity of .2_ Lins, muſt 
bring it to, and compare i with fach a Rule, 'as is ready 
found-to be exaQly fireight. Soin our preſent Caſe, he, wh 
wonld diſcover the #wth or falſhood of any Opinion in. mat- 
ters of Religion, mult apply them'to, and jidg them by that . 
infallible Rule, ' which St. Fames very deſervedly Styles, - TheJam. i. 18. 
word of Truth. Oak rn rene MEE ENS 

And this Rule, iti all Points neceſſary to. Salvation, is ſo 
plain and eafie,” that every Man, who hath' not'loft the uſe of | 
commoniReaſon, may'thereby judg for bmmſelf” © There are | 
indeed inthe word of God, as the Apoltle ſaith, Some things 2 Pet. iii. 16 
hard to be anderftgod'; but 1riwhat Texts do theſe difficulties  _ * 
lie? St. Auſtin anſwers, Non quoadl ea, qua [urnt nece[ſaria [a Ep. 3.T-2.j 
luti, &-ci\ The Sctiptures' are nor difficale in, any of thofe 
Points, whichate neeeſſiry- ts Man's Salvation, So thought — © 
Se. Chryſoftoms, who thusdemiinds 3 Tr wu ih ie me FT Ne 4- Orig. in laz. 
Nay dawn ;\ what "Min is thete, to whom all. the neceſſary 7: "+ P- 244 
Truths of 'the Goſpel are not dear and manifeſt 2 He Grich | 
elſewhere; Twiry, 4 oddity, © Wet, 1 mul? and, © md oyides tn Mat. Hor 
&y0bTe myynH ov cyyorrre * Tae ApTtuRNY. The Husbandman,'! + B: $- 
the Servant, the Widow,'the Boy, Perfons of very mean Ca- 
pacities may eafily underſtand what the Scriptares teach about 
ſach Points, asiare Fundamental. - | 3, 
Thar this was the Dodrine of che Primnive Church before | 
St. Chryſoftem#s' time; is evident from chat Teſtimony of Ire Irenll. 2. c 4 
naus'; Univerſe Scriptures & Prophetic & Evangelice inaperto, 
& fine ambiguitate, & ſimiliter ab omnibus audir; Pelſant The 
whole Scripture, the Prophets, 'the Evangeliſts, in ſuch Points 
as\moſt concern us, / are'fo plain, expreſs,” and open, that all 
ſorts'of Men may equally apprehend them. | | 

Now, -if a'Man may diſcover the truth of all thoſe Do- 
Arines;Which are neceffary to'Salvation, by Scripture Rules ; if 
his Faith be grounded pn'them, and his Practice be ſuitable 
to them .; what hazard 'would 'that Man run, ſhould he ne- 
ver ſee-the different Opinions of Men about them, nor weigh 
their Arguments againſt them ? 'Suppoſe'a Man. being well 
informed by the-expreſs'word of God," do edt beg 'e 
the Relurretion of the dead; what were this Man the worle, 
ſhould he never ſee nor examine the reaſonings of Pagans 
and Sadducees againſt this great Article of our Creed, _ 

| pole. 


C16 | 


poſe a Man be convinced, as well he may be, by ſuch. 
Texts-of Scripture, as Pups with any tolerable Senſe, be 
otherwiſe interpeted, that our Bleſſed Saviour -is truly God, 
and truly Man 5 What _— ſuch.a Perſon to ſee the O- 
pinions, one weigh the Arguments. of Arians and Soci- 
wins, againſt this fundamental ' Poine- of - our Chriſtian - 
Faith ? 
' To kim, whole Belief is already grounded upon the in- 
Ns Word of God being rightly underſtood, the ſight of 
ferent Opinions, and: the Arguments for them: fignifieth 
- ſuch a Site Ah wenn moe INg confuration of he- 
Cavite to confirm that Faith of his, which is already 
bottomed upon a Rock,: which: is immoveable. And as the 
fight of different Opinions, and the examination of Argu- 
ments pleaded for them, is not needfi not t> peafnts, Sroge-amd 


well ; rounded Faith: ; ſo 1 = is dangerous, and tends air, 
and ſh; © 2 week one. , For ita, para ing Chrift! : oa, 


up Mm the crue Regions , bring of 190 caſe] Hee, = flemier 
ts,and had; well W 0 may 

| Tale be parey erted by heretical Books, as being unable to: 

diſcern the Fallcies contained in them, and to cite ſuch Texts 
as might confute th 

Bur here it may be demanded, Who muſt judge, whether 
fuch orſuch an Opinion he fot ſhfied or condemned by ſuch 
or ſuch a Text? I anſwer, where Texts are plain and obvious, 
every diſcreet and intelligent Perſon may judge for himſelf ; 
but when Texts are ſomewhat abſtruſe and difficulr, when 
knotty Queſtions-and Controverhies are raifed about them, 
then the Judge muſt be no fingle Perſon ; 3. £0, nor any ſmall 
Party of Men, who are byaſled, prejudiced , and wedded to 
their own Opinion, but _ Judge muſt be the Catholick 
Church ; I mean, its Repreſencatiye in the four firſt peneral 
Councils, which conſiſted of Men not over-aw'd by Au- 
thority, nor tempted by Intereſt; but Men as = mls 
they were Learned, as well Verſed in Holy Writ, as able 
Interpreters of Scripture, as any ſort of Men, born fince 
thoſe early days. And this, I think, to be the greateſt haman 
Authority to warrant the Senſe of ach and fuch Texts, and 
prove the Dodrins I" on them. - 


Now, 


(1) 


Now, Since we of the Church of England are bleſt with 
thefree uſe of our Bibles; and favoured with the ent of 
the beſt Expoſitors about the ſenſe of thoſe Texts, which tend 
moſt to determine thoſe Diſputes, which have aroſe berwixe 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, betwixt | Tiinitarians and Anti- 
Trinitarians, we'can have no need, of any ſearch for Truth, 
. to conſult the printed Papers of this Age, many of which do 
tend to promare Error much rather than. diſcover Truth, And 
verily when the Licenſer of Books doth reje& and ſuppreſs 
Heretical © Papers, he doth: good- ſervice both. to and. 
Men: and if ſuch Papers to Steal the Prefs, they 
ought to be treated like other Thieves, who, to prevent their 
doing any future miſchiefs, are Apprebended, Condemned, and 
pr ns And fo I quit this Argument, and proceed te 

Next. F 


RET 


3 Ts IS Authors third Allegation againſt the reſtraint of 
KL the Prefs runs thus, The Reftrains of the Preſs binderi 
Truth from having any great influence on the minds of Men, 
which i owing chiefly to exammation ; _—_— that which doth not 
convince the Underftanding, will have but little, or no effe& upon 
the. Will, 1 anſwer thus . . | 
Whae this Author Yoth here. aſſert in relation to the influ- 
ence of the Underſtanding upon the Will and Aﬀections is 
true in general ; nor can-it be juſtly denied that a ſtrict exa- 
mination of Religion is the proper means to convince the Un- 
derſtanding of its Truth. - {gl 
But although the ſubje&t matter of this Allegation be true 
in the general; yer here igis milapplied and very imperti- 
nent to the Caſe now in hand. - For this Ar , as the 
' former did, doth proceed upon a falſe Hy 3 for it ſup- 
poſeth that if the Preſs chance to be reſtrained for time 
to come,” Men would' be deprived of all ſufficient means for 
the due examination of their Religion. $36 
*Tis St. Paul's Command, Prove all things. 'Tis St. Jobn's 
Command, Try the Spirits, whether they are of God. Theſe 


Commands muſt needs ſuppoſe, = in thoſe days there was 
| | a Cor- 


4 certain Rule, by which Religions might be trieds and the 
ſame Rule, in its full force and vertue, is Randing ſtill, Tell 
me then, are our Bibles out of Print, .or taken from us ? Have 
we-no Catechiſms,” no Syſtems. of Divinity left, amongſt us? 
Nay, are there not Books of -Comtroverſits: expoſed to Sals in 
our Cities, greater Towns, and. both our Univerſities ? Nay 
more, are there not Popſ and Sacinien Catechi[ms to be had in 
Englend? Do not theſe Books already Extant, contain the ' 
ſtrongeſt Arguments, which the moſt learned Men of all 
Partzes were: able to urge! in-fayour of their reſpetive Opi- 
nions? And may not Men by-weighing theſe Reaſons, which 
are already made publick, give a judgment which Religion is 
ons and which is falſe,. as well as by any »ew Papers yet to 


printed ? | 7X 424 
| But although. there be a great variety of Books, which 
' may help to guide us in our ſearching after Truth; yet I 
muſt ſtill mind my Reader that the Serpye is the only Ade- 
quate and Autbemick Rule, whereby the Truth or falſhood of - 
any Religion muſt be determined. And certain it is, that 
thoſe Corviffiens of Man's Underfending, which ariſe from 
the Immediate word of God, are liketo have a more power- 
ful' influence upon the Hl and Aﬀedtions, than any other 
Convictions ariſing from any ſuch. Arguments, as are no more 
than the Dictates and ColleRions of humane Reaſon, which is 
fallible, and may deceive us, whereas the word of God, well 
underſtood,- cannot do: ſo. ' And this, I think, is a ſufficient 
anſwer to this Authors third Allegation. | 


SECT. v1, 


4 PHE Fourth is this, The Ryſfraint of the Preſi # that, 
"which tends to make bold the Truth, if they 
chance to light on any, Guilty ; and the:Reaſon, which he 
gives is this ; Becauſe that will not be accepted, if it be not the 
effe of an impartial Examinatiev. 'To which I anſwer thus: 
' I cannot paſs by this without obſerving that this Author 
hath hithereo much harped upon the ſame thing, and hath 
hitherto bottomed all his Arguments upon the ſame Ground,. 
and a very ſlippery one too; he hath propoſed his Allega- 
, | tions. 


(439) 3. | 
' 00s as diftin# in their Number, but in their Proof, there is 
little or ."o difference to be found. | 
For he tells; Fir, That the Reſtraint of the Preſs tends 
to make Men blindly ſubmit to the Religion they chance 
to be educated in. Secondly, That it deprives Men of the 
moſt proper and beſt means to diſcover Truth. Thirdly, 
That it hinders Truth from having any great influence 
upon the-minds of Men. ' Fourthly, That it tends to make - 
ow oape the ' Truth, if - they -chance to light 'on' any, 
guiltily. = - 236" Ns 
. Theſe indeed are very conſiderable Objections againſt the 
Reſtraint of- the Preſs, were they true; But how'doth our 
Author prove them fo to be?. To prove them all, he hath 
et made uſe. but of one mediums, and that a falſe one too; 
or 'tis nothing elſe but a groundleſs ſuppoſition that Men 
would want due means for the examination ef their Religion, 
were the Preſs any whit reſtrained. ' I ſay, any whit ; for 
we do not plead for atotal Reſtraint, but for a juſt and due 
Regulation. -And were the Preſs ſo regulated, yet 'would it 
not be attended with any of theſe ill Conſequences, with 
which this Author is pleaſed to charge it; for fince Men 
have ſufficient means for the-trial of their Religion, if they 
dot it not, their fin and folly muſt be imputed, not to the - 
Reftrains of the Preſs, but to their own Tenorance or __ 
gence ; for, as ſome cannot, fo others will not. But our Au- 
thor goeth on;. and fo muſt we. | 


SECT. VI. 


To yg I... Author's fifth Allegation againſt the Reſtraine of 
'-£ the Preſs takes up more than three Pages, but the 
full Subſtance of it is this; 1 prevents Ats of Charity 0 the 
Souls of Men, it invades the natural Rights of mankind, and 
deftroys the common Toes of bumanity ; lo he. 

This is Dogmatically and Magiſterially delivered, and ſince 
it is ſuch $ grievous Charge, it had need be very well pro- 
. ved; And how doth our. Author make it out? He tells us 
That all Men are obliged, eſpecially in Matters of Religion, to 
communicate to one another _ they think # the Truth, = 

Þ: -- -* sbe 


| '( 20) 
the Reaſons by which they endeavour to prove it : To: whicle 
I anſwer thus. Bs : 
That we are indeed concerned, not only to profeſs a Re- 
ligion, but promote it too ; I think, that he, who hath one 
jot thereof, will never deny. We are bound by ſeveral Ob- 
_—_— to inſtruct and teach our Neighbour in; the Princi- 
1 ples of that Religion, which we own our ſelves. St. Paul 
Theſſ v. 11, commands it, Ed:fy one another ; and ſo again, Teach and ad- 
moniſh one another. We are engaged by the frequent Com- 
| mands of God, -and that eternal Law of Charity, in our Ca- 
» p_ and as occaſion is offered, to, propagate our Re- 
| ligion ; to planc it where it is. not, and to water ic where 
it 15. . | | 
But then'methinks, before we do this, we ſhould, not only 
»bink, as this. Author faith, bur ſecure our ſelves and others too, 
that the Religion which. we advance in the World; .be in- 
deed the- Religion. of God; we. muſb be ſure that we plant 
not Feeds inſtead of Flowers, that we ſow not Tares inſtead 
. of heat. For to promote a Religion, which may poflibl 
be falſe, were a deſperate Venture indeed, and he that dot 
' it, hazards the Honour of God, - and the Souls of Men. 

I find that our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles taught no 
Do&rine, but what they were ſure of-; We ſpeak that we 
know, ſaith our Lord; and thus St. Fobn, We know that we 
are of the Truth, Certainly, whoſoever undertakes, and is 
obliged to inſtruc another in maiters of Religion, had need 
be very well informed himſelf. os 

For if our Dire&ians ſhould chance to prove wrong, What 
Excuſe could we make ? Suppoſe we inftil into the minds of 

"Men Error and Hereſie inſtead of Truth, What were this but 
to ruin the Souls of Men, though. we might think. to fave 
them 2? Ir's true, our good Intention and Ignorance may ex- 
cuſe ſuch an. ill At, 4 ranto, but though ſuch a miſtake 
may ſomewhat extenuate the Fault, yet. can it no way leſſen 
the fatal Conſequence that. doth attend it.. Suppoſe a Phy- 
Gcian, who really intends. to cure his Patient, by a miſtake 
of his Remedy, ſhould chance to ki him, the poor Patient, 
who dieth. only by a miſtake, ſuffers as great an injury, as it 
his Phyſician had poyſoned him knowingly, and with deGign« 
*Tis indeed an Act. of Charity. to ifftruct the Ignorant, _ | 
cad 


< 
q 


: 


kad the Blind; but withal, the Man who-undertakes it, muft 
have Eyes in his own Head, leſt if the blind 1:ad the blind, 
they both fall into, and periſh in the Diegh- Certain it is, 
we are much engaged very. ſtrialy to fift the Grourids of 
that Religion, which we are to agate 'in the World, 
and teach our Neighbours, leſt otherwiſe, through our own 
miſtake, and bi confidence, we become guilty of cruel Charkt) 
and prove inſtrumental to dawn that Perſon whom we ſhou 

_ endeavour, as far as we can, to ſeve. ' 

And as it is a dangerous thing for private Perfons to pro- 

- mote any falſe Religion, though they themſelves being mi- 
taken, do think it true; ſo to permit. other Men to publiſh 
heretical Do&rins cannot be the Duty of thoſe Perſons, who 

| have Authority, and ſhould have Zeal, to prevent it. 'To 

reſtrain this unchriſtian Li 'of the Tongue, Pen, and 

Preſs, is not, as this Author boldly aflert, To invade the 

natural Rights of mankind, nor t6 deſtroy the common” Tyes of | 

. bumanity. For if it be a Man's natural Right to perſuade hus 

Neighbour, either by his Topp0n his 'Pen, to entertain an 

Opinion really heretical, whether he thinks it ſo or not; *cis 
alſo his natural'Right to. draw him into Six; for if he prevail 
that will be fins opers, though not operantss; it will be the 
jſne of the 4&#, though it were not the intention of the * 
Agent. p - 4 | | 

We cannot. doubt but that St. Paul very well underſtood 
what natural Right every Man hath to uſe his Tongue, and 
in what caſes he ought to-do it, and thereby to communi- 
cate his Thoughts to his Neighbours;: but ſuppoſe a Man's 

. Thoughts be wild, and his Opinions heretical, muſt he be 
left at Liberty to impart ſuch Thoughts, and vent ſach Opi- 

nions, even as he pleaſeth ? . See what St. Paul (aith concer=- 


"> + ES. ey da oo 4 " rk _ tl p " 
> pI oh ” oo rn dr» 4 WE IT 00 ET... Gr, 
L . Js < Pts, OY D he's vA ws X "20% 
4 is . n F - : : JO B R 
4 _ 
Lay 
= A 
. = 
- % 9 $3 
: . x < 
. Fs 
[3 
.. 
” 


ning Hereticks, Their mouth; muſt be ſtopped; i.e. they muſt Tit. i. 14s. ] 


not be permitted by perſonal Conferences to commumicate- 
their ill Opinions to iform, or, which: is all one, to corrupe- 
the Judgments of other Men ; fo thoughe St. Pas/. Now, 
he who pleads for an univerſal Liberty, as the natural Righy 
.of all Mankind, to-communicate to other Men, whatever 
they think co bs a Truth, whether it be ſo or not; muſt cen- 
fure St. Pani as a-Man, ether ignorant, or elſe an — 


De. iii. 10. 


Tim. 11. 17, 


{ 22 ) | 
.of Men's natural Right, ſince he ſo poſtively declares that 
ſome Men's Mouths muſt be ſtepped. TR 

And in order go this, the ſame Apoltle gave Biſhop Tizxs 
'this Diretion, 4 man that # an beretick, after the firſt and 
fecond admonition, reje#; i.e. excommunicate him, caſt him. 
out of the Church ; and certainly, if the Perſon of an ob- 
ſinate Heretick muſt be rejeted, his Books may not be ad- 
mitted; for, as to his Perſon, his Breath is infetious. Hs 
words eat like a Canker 3 and as to-his Writings, there is in 
his Ink -more'Poy/ons than one. | | 

Now, ſince. there are ſo many heretical Pens at work a- 
Monegſt us, there: is great need now, if ever, that ſome ſþi- 
ritual Argas ſhould attend and watch the Preſs, leſt more 
venemous Dodtrins ſhould ſteal from thence to infe& and 
kill the Souls of Men. And this, I think, is a ſufficienc 
Anſwer to this Author's fifth Allegation. 


SE C T. VII. 


6. is Author's ſixth Allegation againſt the Reſtraint of 
the Preſs is this;- There as no medium between Men's 
judging for themſelves, and giving up their Fudgments to others. 
We grant it, but what then ?. His Inference is this, 1f rhe 
firſt be their Duty, the Preſs oug bt not to be reſtrained ; But why 
ge point; pen 
eeemg thoſe Allegations, by which they. are to inform their 
Fadgmenis : That's his Argument, to which I anſwer 


We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt Man and Man, betwixt ſuch 


'as can judge for themſelves, and ſuch as cannot, where the 


Scripture is expreſs, the Words plain, and the Senſe eafie ; 
eveiy Man who hath a competent uſe of Reaſon, and can 
read his Bible, may judge for himſelf. But when ſeveral In+ 
eerpretations are given of any Texts, when Doubts are raiſed, 
when Arguments are produced to defend both Parts of. a 
Contradiction; there is a vaſt number of Men, who are 
no more able to judge which is ir#e, and which is falſe, 
than a blind Man is to diftinguiſh betwixc a good Colour 
and a bad one. *Tis 


* 


( 23 ) | 


Ts the great unhappineſs of ſuch Perſons, that in matters 


of Controverly they cannot rely upon their own weak Rea- 
ſon ; but muſt either ſuſpend their Ju ments, or elſe give,it 


uþ to the Condudt of ſome other Perſon, and who is fo. fit 


eo be truſted with it, as their own Miniſters ? provided they 
be, as every Miniſter ſhould be, Men of Piety and Parts, 
ablo to ſatishe Doubts, remove Scruples, and convince Gain- 
ayers, ae cs, 

Bur if Men give up their Reaſon to the Clergy, this Author, 
who vilifieth our Clergy as much as poſlible he can, gives 
our People an intimation, that by ſo doing, they make us, 
the Lords of their Faith; But how doth that fallow ? ſuppoſe 
two Perſons are eng in a doubtful Controverſie bout 
an Eſtate claimed by both, theſe Perſons. being of -them- 
ſelves unable to determine the Caſe, appeal co the King's 
Judges, but do they thereby make thoſe J udges the Lords of 
that Eſtate which is contended for ? ſurely no, the Judge 
dath no more than qr to Evidence -and Law, de- 
Clare to which Perſon that Eſtate doth juſtly belong. 

So it is in our preſent Caſe, ſeyeral Parties of Men lay 
Claim to Truth as theirs, and produce Evidences for it; 
Now, a Man unable to fatisfie himſelf which fide Truth i 
to bs found, conſals his Minter, who,” by Evidence. of 
Scripture, which in this caſe is the only Law, alfices his Neigh- 
bour the Truth lieth here or there. 

And indeed that the Miniſter is the moſt-proper Judge in 
Controverſies relating to Religion, we cannot doubt, it we 


dare believe the Prop « Byrs ſaith, The Prieſts lips ſbonld pre- Mal. i. 7, 


ſerve kmwledge, and they ſhould . ſeck the. Law at bis mouth, 
for be #s the meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. This Text doth 
not conſtitute us, nor do we pretend to be Lords of our 
People's Faith; but as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Helpers ro the Truth. 
We do not = ag any weak Believer's aſſent to any -one 
Article of Faith, whereunto God requires it not, though the 
Church of Reme doth ſo: And how unjuſtly then, wxhour 
Modeſty or Truth, doth this Man ſtigmatize us, as Lords of 
our. People's Paith ? ork No 
But beſide thoſe weak Chriſtians, who in controverted 
- Points cannot judge for themſelves, there are fome other 
of clearer Heads, and more 1umproyed Underitandings that 


cans, , 


= 
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can; and for their fakes this Author faith, that the Preſs 
ought not to be reſtrained, and his Reaſon is this 3 Becauſe 
the Reſtraint of the Preſs debars them from ſeeing thoſe Allegations 
by - which they are to confirm their Fudgments, "2 

This Argument, in effe&, hath already been offered once 
and again, and hath as often been replied to ; but for the 
greater ſatisfa&tion of my Reader, I ſhall again conſider and 
enlarge my Anſwer to it, and this it 15: Not knowing and 
intelligegt Chriſtian, who is well able to judge for himſelf, 
can want any. new Allegations from the Preſs to confirm 
his Judgments in any diſputed Points of- Faith or Wor- 
ſhip, becauſe we have already ſufficient Rules to judge by. 
For, | . 

1. We have the Scripture preached in our publick Chur- 
ches, and if we pleaſe, we may read and*confider them in 


WS: 


. our private Families and Cloſets, 


And here 1 do again affirm that all matters of revealed 
'Religion muſt 'be examined, proved, and determined by the 
written Word of God. . This is the only ſure balance to weigh, 
and rouch-ſtone to try all Matters of Faith and Worſhip. To 
this our Lord ſent his hearers, Search the Scriptures ; and 
again, How readeft thou? And, which is remarkable, the 1gno- 
rance of Scripture did he make the only occaſion and ground 
of Error in Points of Faith; ſo he told the Sadducees, 
Ne err, but why ? not knowing the Scriptures ; by which our 
Lord himſelf proved that great Doctrine of the Reſurre- 
tion, which F ahi denied. And when our Lord would prove 
himſelf to be a greater Perſon than David, he did it by that 
Text, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, &c. This courſe took 
our bleſſed Saviour, and fo did his Apoſtles too, and ſo muſt 
we; we muſt take the Scripture for our Guide in Matters of 
Religion, for that is the only and infallible Rule and unalter- 
able Standard, to meaſure all the Dodrines' and Prafices 
which ſuch or ſuch a Church doth teach, recommend or re- 

uire from us. —_ 

Burt if it ſhall be again demanded, who muſt be the Fudge, 
whether amongſt different Interpretations of Holy Writ this 
-or that be the true one; whether in controverted Points ſuch 
or ſuch a Texcdo certainly warrant ſuch or ſuch a Doctrine, 
as 5grounded thereon, 1anſwer again, 


2. We 
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2. We have the united Judgment and Decrees of ſeveral 
Conncils ; thoſe, I mean, that were convened in the firſt and 
ureſt times, before the Superſtitions and Idolatries of Rome 
ad crept in by degrees thro' careleſnefs, vice, and ignorance, 

and over-ſpread the Church. 

The grand Controverfie, now on foot amongſt us, con- 
cerns the Divinity of Chrif, the Perſonality and Deity of the 
Holy Ghoft ; that Chriſt, in the moſt ſtri& and proper Senſe . 

of that Notion, is tr«/4 God ; that the Holy Ghoſt is a 
1 Perſon, and a Divine Perſon, we affirm; but our Socinians, 


who are the ſpawn of old Arius, make bold todeny, To 
jaſtifie our Dorine we cite ſuch and ſuch Texts; and to 
eſtabliſh their Opinions, as well as they can, they do the 
ſame thing ; as for the Scripture, which we produce to prove 
the Do&rine of the Trinity, becauſe humane Reaſon can- 
not comprehend it, they do either queſtion the Authority of 
| ſuch Texts, or elſe they wreff them to ſuch an intolerable 
Senſe, as every ſober Man's Reaſon may juſtly abhor. 

. Now, the Queſtion is, Who muſt judge betwixt vs and them? 
Who muſt determine, whether the Scripture be on their fide, 
or ours? I anſwer, 

. "That Heterodox Opinion, now much eontended for, 
which we call Socinian, did appear under ſome other Names, 
very early in the Chriſtian Church; In the firſt Age the 
Godhead of Chriſt was denied by the Fews, and particalar- 
ly by Ebios; in the Third Century by one Theodatus, Arte- 
on, and BerylIme, and Sabellizs ; in the Fourth Century, by 
Arins, Eunomixs, and ſome others. And in the ſame Age, 
the Perſonality and Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt was denied by 
Macedonizs and ſome others, who were there branded by a 
particular Name, and called, Ilnduariuawr, Oppugners of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Theſe Heterodox Opinions beginning to ſpread and di- 
ſturb the Peace of the Chriſtian Church, and ſome other yl 
Opinions ariſing too, ſeveral General Councils were ſum- 
moned by ſeveral Chriſtian Emperors; the Nicene Council, by 
Conſtantine the Great, whole main work was to examine the 
Opinion of Ariw; the Council of Conſtantinople, called by 
Theodofius the Firſt, to debate the Opinion of Macedonius ; the 
Council of Epheſus, called by TO the Second, to con- 


fider 
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fider the Opinion of Neftorins 5 and the Council of Chalcedon 
ſummoned by the Emperor Martian, to conſult abouc the 
Opinion of Exntyches. | y 
Theſe Councils conſiſting of ſome Hundreds of Biſhops, 
having the Glory ot God in their Hearts, the Settlement of 
the Church in. their Eyes, and the Bible' in their Hands, did 
after a mature deliberation, pronounce the Opinions of theſe 
Men to be contrary to the Dodrine of the Goſpel, and che 
obſtinate defenders of. them to be. Hereticks, And certainly 
the determinations of thele General Councils, which were 
made up of Perſons exemplary for their Piety, and eminent for 
their Learning, who reſolved on nothing without mature Ad- 
vice and Deliberation, are of as great Authority, and af- 
ford as much Satisfation in Matters of Religion, as eny thing 
of Mas can be or do. For the Truths of God, once taughe 
the. World by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, . being unchangeable 
for ever_; and our Bibles, which are the only -Rule to mea- 
ſure Religions by, continuing one and the ſame for ever ; 
that, which was an Error in thoſe early days, muſt needs 
be an Error ſtill; and that, which was a Truth then, muſt 
needs be a Truth now, And if we cannot think of any 
more proper means for the right underſtanding of Scripture, 
and the diſcovery of Truth and Error, than; the deliberate 
and unanimous Judgment'of ſo many hundred pious, learned, 
and unbiaſſed Men aſſembled together ; then certainly the 
determinations.of thoſe antient Councils are very conlider- 
able Evidences for Truth, and gen "Error, And the ra- 
ther, becauſe they conſiſted © ebb Portons, who, beſides 
their eminent. Piety and Learning, had the great Advantage 
of living nearer the Apoſtles age, and tMereby were the 
better able co inform. themſelves and us, what was 'cer- 
- pad and done in the very infancy of the Chriſtian 
urcnhe. 


, 
SECT, IX 


Wo fi 96s E Writings of the Antient Fathers, thoſe eſpeci- 
' ally that lived within the firſt fix Centuries, where- 
ever they agree, and are not fince corru or. maimed by 
the Frauds and Forgeries of the Roman Church, are of fingu- 
lar uſe in this Matter too.- | . 
: That Ignatius, Clemens, Origen, Athanaſius, Cyril, Natian- 
Lene, Baſil, Chryſoſtom, Hiefom, Auſtm, and many others 
bath in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, were indeed 
Perſons of great Piety and excellent Parts, our Sociniaxs, 
without breach of Modeſty, cannot deny. . And although 
ſome-of theſe great Names, in ſome particular Matters, 
had their peculiar miſtakes, and ſhewed themſelves to be buc 
Men; yet inall Points where we find an unanimous Con- 
fent amongſt them, we are to have ſo much Veneration for 
their Authority, as not eaſily to ſuſpe& or contradi it. 
\ Trueit is, if we take thele Fathers ſingly, Man by Man, 
where we find ' any: of 'them alowe in their Opinions, as 
Origen in reference to the Pwuniſhwenrs of Hell; and St. Auſtin 
in reference co Infants that die-unbaptiſed ; we are not in 
this caſe much more obliged to accepe<their Judgment, than 
the Judgment of ſome fingle Perſon yet alive. But if we 
take AP the 'Fathers, who lived within fix hundred Years 
after Chriſt, .cogether and in a lump, where we find them 
One .in Judgment 3 they: are -enough'to' make a wiſer Coun- 
cil -than any hath been' fince their time ;; they are enough 
| to inform us what is Error, and what is Truth, © But, .. 


S'E C T; X; 


4. DD Ecauſe Learned Men, whoſe Fortunes are Mean, can- 

not purchaſe; and unlearned Men, whoſe Intelle&uals 
are weak, cannot read and underſtand the voluminous Wri- 
tings of the Fathers 3 we have ſeveral - ere of Divinity, 
Confeflions of Faith, ſhort Abridgments of ChriſtianReligion, 
which are, eſpecially to unlearned Perſons, great helps in this 
"matter t00. - D-2---* And 
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And here methinks thoſe antient Creeds of the Apoſftles, 
Nice, and Atbenafius,. which are ſo generally received 4, the 
Church of God, are of great Avthority to ſettle our Bro 
ment in the main and moſt neceſſary Points of Faith. Be- 
fides, we have many Choice and Excellent Cattchiſms, com- 
poſed by Men that were Pious, ,. Judicious, -acquainted 
with Scriptures, well verſed in the Primitive Councils and 

Fathers. Theſe ſhore Carechiſms, compiled by Perſons of 
fingular Endowments, and approved by the Church, are little 
leſs chan contratied Bibles, containing in them whatever Man 


_ is obliged to. know, and delivering ny ken calie Terms 
to inform us in Matters of Pradtice, to us from Er- 
nya confirm our Judgments in all the great Points of 
Ait | | 
In ſhort, the ſubſtance of my Anſwer to this Argument is 
this z ſince we have the written Word of Gad to be our Rule, 
and ſince this Word, it ſome material Caſes, according to 
the different Fancies and Inferefs of Men, hath different 
59-þ C5029. concerning its true Senſe and Mean- 
ing; 'tis our ſafeſt way, for our Satufaction, to betake 
our ſelves to the able, faithful and- unbiaffed Judges ; 
and they are the moſt antient Councils, and the Primitive Fathers, 
whoſe Judgments are declared in our ſeveral Creeds, in other 
| Confeflions of Faith, and Orthodox Catechiſms ſet 
h. or approved by the Church of God, | | 
. And fince we are very. well ſtored with theſe excel- 
lent Helps, I do once mere conclude that no Man, whether 
learned or unlearned, can need any zew Arguments from 
on Preſs to confirm his Judgment in Matters of ' Re- 
gion. | 


SECT. X 


Þ Ge Author's ſeventh Allegation- againſt the Reſtraine 
; | of the Preſs runs thus. If is be wnlawful to bet the 
Preſs. continue free, left it furniſh Men with the Reaſons of one 
Party as well as the other, it mult be as unlawful to examine 
theſe Reaſyns. To this I anſwer thus; | 


We 
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We muſt diſtin between. Party and. Party ; betweetr 
| one, who is Ones , and one who Þ Hake? Bhs Gift 
» 1 ſhall reſolve this Hypotherical Pro- 
poi in into | x qa two Categorical ones. That it is not lawful 
or many Orthodox Chriſtians to Examine thoſe Reaſons, 
which Hereticks may urge in'defence of their ill Opinions. 
And therefore that the Preſs _ be permitted to fur- 
niſh ſuch Chriſtians with any ſuch 
*Tis notoriouſly known that there pry amongſt us Fang 
numbers of Perſons, who are of weak nts, _ cy 


| Iy eſtabliſhed in cheir Faith, not able co. ung, Then 
- chow Falſhood in a f: refore 
apt-to be Teſti #p and down by every wind of deftrine-: __, 


ful, becauſe they do thereby run themſelves into a very 
Temptation. ; 
r Lord bath left us this Caution, Beware of fol Pro- Matth. vii. 13 
phat; "it ſeems they are ous Men; fo we aretold again 
7.5459 They creep: into bouſes, and chere find ſucceſs, for, » Tim. i. & 
Tip he C onive Wh; won; ad again, They epertires the 2 Tim. ii. 18 
fimez nay, They ſubvert whole houſes ;_ it ſeems that Tit. i. :1.. © 
Here 1e 15 a contagious Diſeaſe, apt t0- over-run whole Fa- 


_ doubtleſs this Poyſon- may . be eyed in a; peice of 
Poper as ſucceſsfull {Fn avany other way; dard infeion _ be 
received as well by ths Eye from a Book, as by the Ear from. 
4 Tongue ; for when unlearned Men ninee with Sadwide Bro 
either from Humene Reaſon, or abuſed Scri- 
po fince they themſelves cannot chem; they are 

to yield uf uf their own Reaſon, and-give up thoſe Truths. 

Be loft; which they are not able to defend. 

And I think that i will be no breach of Charity, if I cell. 
Reader that I am verily perſuaded, that the great Reaf | 
”— the Author p_ ſo many Arguments, though no —__ 
ones, for the unlimited liberty of the Preſs, is this; namely, 
an dag Socinians =y — controul publiſh heir = cheir Book full: 
e, abaciow Argamentsto Surprize a myo 
Gat of illiterace and undifcerning Men. We. 
know, that in the late Reign an Univerſal Liberty of Conſci 
erce was pleaded for, and granted by a Declaration upon yd 
Ig: 
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fign to bring in Popery; ſo now an univerſal L; of the 
Preſs is contended be: by thoſe Men, whoſe def a oak in- 
troduce Socinianiſm, the very worſt of Herefies, for it totally 
—_— the very Foundation of our Chriſtian Faith and 

OPE. 

Indeed, to my beſt obſervation,this Author hath not, in his 
whole Letter, ſo much as once nemed Socinian, nor dropdone 
plain word in favour of it; but yet, Laetet anguw in berha; 
This was very prudently done to prevent Swfpiczon ; but if he 
bs not a Man of that fort, why doth he tell us, that if the Preſs 
muſt be Regulated, ic muſt be done by ſome Lay-man; for 

,which heican have no ſubſtantial Reaſon, ſave only this, 
namely, becauſe from a Clergy-man no Socinian Book can 
ever expet an Inprimatur. But this, &s me enly by the 


way, | 

In ſhort, the ſubſtance of my Anſwer to this Allegation is 
this,* Tis not lawful for Men of weak Underſtandings to mind 
fubtile Arguments contained in Heretical Books, left hos 

they might be enſnared; and for that Reaſon, the Preſs ſhoul 

not be pergnitted co publiſh any ſach Books , unleſs ſe- 

_ could be given that they ſhould never come into Vulger 
ands. 


SECT. Xl 


8 Agr Authors Eighth Allegation againſt the Reſtraint 
LL of the Preſs is this. The Preſs ought not to be Re- 
 ffrained, becauſe the Reformation .3s wholly owing t0it, 1 anſwer, 
There is no liberty denied -to .any Engliſh Preſs to publiſh 
any Book, which tends to help the Devotions, to reform the 
Lives, or confirm the Fudgments of Men in the true Faith of 
. Chriſt; but as for the Eſtabliſhed Religion-of aur Church in 
' matters of .Faith, and Worſhip, it is ſo well refined already 
from the dregs of Popery and Superſtition, :that we do-not 
need-another -Lather, nor the help of any Preſs to reform and 
make it better- He that would reform our Religion in any of 
 1ts ſubſtantial Parts, muſt: reform the Scriptures too; -for our 
Church teacheth no other Dodrines in the great Points of 
Faith and Worſhip than Chrift and his Apoſtles taughe the 


World, 
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World, if we rjiay believe thoſe Sacred Writings, which they 
have lefe us. "Bur fince I have already, oder acrdy Hed 
given a ſufficient anſwer tothis Allegation. I need not here 
{ay any more about tt. | 


SE C T. XII. 


9. Y Fm Ninth Allegation, which this Author argeth a- 
| gainſt the Reſtraint of the Preſs, is this ; Our Divines 
condemn the Popiſh Clergy for not ſuffering their Laity to read Pro- 
teftant Authors; We doſo, and very juſtly too, but what then? 
The Inference, which he intends, muſt be this ; Owr Prote- 
fant Clergy muſt be Condemned for not ſuffering our Laity to Read 
Socinian Books, and for watching the Preſs to prevent it. 

To this I anſwer thus; this Inference is, a Now Sequitur, 
it is wild and extravagant; for there is a great difference in 
the Caſe :-the prohibition of Books may be an A# either to 
be blamed or commended according as the Books prohibited 
arc either really good or really bad; to forbid. Men-the uſe of 
ſuch Books, as tend to the benefit of Mankind, the advantage 
of True Religion, and the Salvation-of Souls, is an A& Im- 

ons and Tyrannical. And this is the known Practice of the 

Church, which forbids Ley-men to Read the Bible, and 

the Writings of fuch Proteſtant Authors as teach nothing bue 

what the Scriptures teach, . and for this do we very juſtly Con- 
demn them. | — 

But. on the other Hand, to forbid injudicious Men the uſe 
of ſuch Books, as tend to promote Errors. and Hereſies, to di- 
frac their Readers Judgment, and rather to ſhake their Faith 
than to confirm it, is an Act laudable, Charitable, and necel(- 
ſary for-the Age we live in, for thoſe: Preditions of Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles ; felſe-Prophers ſhall ariſe; and again, falſe Matth _ 
Teachers ſhall be among you, are fulfulled in theſe times; for there » Pet. ii. 1. 


are amongſt us Romiſh Priefts and Feſuits ;' yea and ſome far 
more dangerous than they : I mean, our 'Socmmiens, who can- 
not corrupt ſo many Souls by their Perſonal Conferences, asthey 
may by their Books. And 1s « not high time to watch the 
Preſs, left any . thing ſteal from thence, which may Poyſon 
the Heads of -unwary Men ?.Or mult che Preſs be gy 
| | .. freely 
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freely to ſpread that deſtrutive Hereſie, which hath been long 
fince Condemned by the Catholick Church and its Repreſen- 
ratives met in General Councils ? oy 

' But here this Author, to juſtifie his own Opinion, Cites a 
learned Divine of our own Church , and borrows this Paſ- 
ſage from him, They that heve @ good Cauſe, will mot fright 
Men from conſidering what their Adverſaries ſay againſt them, 
wor forbid them to Read their Books, but rather .encenrage them 
fo to de, that they may ſee the difference between Truth and Er- 
 yor, Reaſon and Sophiſtry with their own Eyes, 8c. That we 
may ſee how lictle ſervice this Paſſage doth our Author, let us 
view it again. They who have &@ good Canſe, but who are 
they? We cannot doubt, bur this .crqp Man meant the 
| Charch of Englend, of which he himſelf was a very worthy 
Minifter ; but _ ſaith he of og qe _=_ a It will 
not fright Men _— : t what Men ? This 
eminent Divine was Letiurer of Gray's Im, where his 
' Auditory did chiefly conſiſt of ſuch Perſons, as had been 
bleſt with a learned Edacation, and might Charitably be pre- 
ſumed to be well skilled in the Low of God as well as inthe 
Law of Men, _ | 
Now, that this judicious Divine of ours did mean, that 
the Church. of England would rather encourage than forbid 
Perſons ſo q to read and Examine the Books of our 
' Adverſaries as well as our own ; to me ſeems evident from 
that reaſon which he ſabjoyns asthe only end of an impartial 
Examination, namely this, That they may ſee the difference be- 
- gween Truth and Error, Reaſon and Sophiſtry, with their own 
Eyes:; This — doth plainly import the Perſons fit to 
Read Books of  Controverfic in matters of Religion are only 
ſuch as have Eyes of their own, i.e. clear Heads, enlightned 
Underſtandings, able to diſcern Truth from Falſhood. 
And verily could the Books of our Socinians be confined 
within the Libraries of learned and judiciow Men, whether 
of the Clergy, or of the Laity: could they be ſurely kept from 
purblind Eyes and weak Judgment: ; that unlimited liberty of 
the Preſs, which this Author doth fo earneſtly. contend for, 
were the more allowable. But ſince this can never be, fince 
Heretical Books are and ever will be expoſed to common 
Sale ; though the Church of Rowe doth ill in teſtraining their 
» | Laity 


' Laity from the uſe of good Books 3 yet the Church of Enolend 
would do very well in reliant the Preſs eb of Bog all 
ones into the Hands of unskilful Men, : where they —__ be 
more dangerous than on fas in the Hand of a Child, who 
knoweth not how to uſe them. And-ſo much in anſwer to 
this Obje&ion. | | 
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Io, F265 Author begins his Tenth ” Allegation thus: I 
cannot. ſee how they, that are for tying Men to that In- 
terpretation of Scripture, . which a Licenſer ſhall approve, - and 
therefore put it in bis power, to binder all others from being pub- 
liſhed, can with any Fuſtice condemm the Popiſh Clergy for not 
Licenſing the Bible itſelf for the Laity ro Read. ] anſwer, 

Here are two Suppoſiztions, both .which are either imperti- 
nent to us,or falſe in themſelves; if the Church of Exglend be 
not the Perſons here charged, the Charge is impertinent 3 
but if they be, it is falſe. For, | ; 

1. The Church of England dothtie none of her Members 
to that Interpretation of Scriptute, which ſuch or fuch a Li- 
. cenſer of hers ſhall approve. . Fo , 

'Tis well known that we have many Interpretations of the 
Scripture, which never were under the Inſpection. of any 
Engliſh Licenſer ; the Expoſitions of the Fathers, Schoolmen, 
. and many other Divines are brought us from beyond the Seas, 

-and the free choice and uſe of them. is allowed us by our 

Church. And if ſuch Books chance to be Reprinted here in 
* England, the care of the Edition is committed, not tothe Li- 
cenſer of Books.to judg of their matters, but to the Compoſer 
and CorreFor of the Preſs to ſee to their Forms, Charadter, 
and exact truth of Printing. ; 

Now, if this be ſo, as indeed it 153 if we areallowed tocon- 
ſule various Interpreters of our Bibles, if we may cake oar 
Choice of ſuch or ſuch Expoſitors, and uſe what Editions we 

| pleaſe; why ſhould this undeſerved impucation be caſt upon 

- the Church of England, as if ſhe tied all herSons to ſuch In- 
rerpretations of the Holy Scripture, as her own Licenſers 
ſhall Authoriſe ? j wy 
25 [- 
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+2. The Church of doth-nat give her Licenſers s 
Deſpotick, Arbizrary, and Abſalute Power to rgje@ every Book, - 
every. Interpretation” of Scripture , which doth not pleaſe 
Mutt et x; : 
+ Tis certain that our Licenſers do not at by any immedi- 
ate:and-independent Power of their own ; but as Delegates and 
Subſtitutes by an Authority derived from their Superiors, and 
any of them ſhall gither allew any Rook, which tends to 
miſchief 3 or ſuppreſs any Book, which tends to common good, 
they do abuſe their Power, exceed their Commiſſion, and 
mult anſwer for it. | fo Þ 
But 'is \the miſcarriage of ſome few Licenſers an Argu- 
ment that they ſhould all be laid alide? Some Kings have . 
proved” eruel Tyrants. -Some Judges have been corrupted, 
and muſt we therefore have-neither King nor Judg? Sure 
F ani that in this Age of ours we do ſufficiently need a. dif- 
creet and able Judg of Books: and the Teft and Cenſure of 
ſuch a Judg no Man need fear more than our Socinian Wri- 
zers ; for they, being no great Friends to the Scriprure, are. 
very odd Interpreters of it, not through Ignorence, but deſign ; 
I will not ſay,. through Rancer and Malice; but I-will ſay, 
through Partiality and Prejudice, For, becauſe the beginning. 
of St, Fobn's Goſpel, andieveral Expreflions in St. Paws Epi- 
' ftles, being rightly underſtood, and in the ſenſe of the Ca- 
hick Chareh,. do totally overthrow their dangerous Hypo- 
theſis ; they fix upon thoſe Texts ſuch Interpretations as are 
ebildiſh, abſurd, and even ridiculow ; ſach, as none of the 
Fathers, Schoolmen; or Criticks, ſo far as I can find, did even, 
think of And what an ill Cauſedo theſe Men manage, who 
- endeavour with handfuls*of dirt to ffop the fours of thoſe 
Witneſſes, who, being permitted- to ſpeak their own tenſe, 
io fo loudly proclaim -theic united Teſtimonies - againſt 
them 2? | 
And methinks this one Conſideration, were there no more, 
i3enough to juſtifie our Church in appointing ſome fit Perſons 
to be the Fudge: of Books,. and the Interpretations of Scripture - 
offered to the Preſs; and the rather, becauſe if any Licenſec 
ſhould, out of any by-reſpe&, or for any ſiniſter end, S:ifte 
any Papers, which deſerve to ſee the light ; the injured Au- 
thors may appeal from. the Licemſer to the Pans: Js 
| either 
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either of our U erfities, or tothe Lord' Biſhop 0 Lagden, 
or to his Grace fy Lord Archbiſhop . of Sig ;6 > ee 


fate of Books doch not deny, depend'upon plealure' = | 


folk Judgment of a Licenfer.  . 

ow, Thoſe two forenamed Suppoſicions, upon which 
this Author bottoms this Tench Allegation, proving falſe, the 
Superſtrature, which he builds upon chem , falls to the 
Ground, and there 1 leave- it. > 


SECT. xV. 


«k, T4 E next Allegation. againſt the Reſtraint of the 
Prefs this Author thruſts into | the - Mouths of 

other Men, and makes them fay what perhaps - bim- 
ſelf doth not chink: :namely hw *T m0 [mall preſumption 
that the ' Ho ar Ves are IS of of Res of hag 


| ſti? 
TT prnfar ' Quazn Mar's das dud forthe ſom 
Re 
pany, this Religionisf ſe, and yet in the defence of it ſhed 
their blood 2? 
Certainly this Preſumpti 
*cis a great breach as well of 
Scriptures be true,and who dares fuſpe& them ? 
_ dantly convinced that our Religion near ini falſe; 
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But *ris not ſtrange to hear Men ſpeak againſt the very 
beſt "of: things or Perſons;.-For our Lord (told? his Apoſtles, 
Men ſhall revile you, and. ſay all manner of evil againſt you. 
Thus were their Perſons treated ;; yea; 'and thzir-Do#rme #00. + 
The Jews ſpake” againſt thoſe things, which were ſpoken by Paul. 
Nay, the Plalmiſt-tells his God, They ſpeak againſt thee; and 
what ' wonder then \f- they ſpeak againſt his . Rehgion too? 
But what do they ſpeak ? That, whichthis Authoft ſtyles 
Reaſon, is but Pretence and Sophiftry ; and were ſuch Pre- 


." rences, chough never ſo plauſible, et being fallacioze, buried 


in perpetual Oblivion, and ſtifled-for-ever, what harm were 
in it? What one fingle Soul would be the worle ? 

But our Anthor replieth, that when there is a Conteſt be- 
tween Men of-two different Opinions, they have not fair 
Play, if their reſpeAtive Reaſons be not heard equally on 
both fides; 'we grant it, what Seneca ſaith, 1s true. | 


Lui tatuit aliquid, parte inaudita alera, 
e/Equum licet ſtatuerit, haud 4quns fuit. 


Well, the main Parties, now contending, -are the Church 
of us. pas” and 'our Socinians; and have not theſe Men very 
often been' heard- already ? their Opinion, - and their Argu- 
ments for it,” being much the ſame with thoſe of the Old Ar> 
ans, have been frequently debated, all their Witneſſes have 
been heard,all their Evidences have been maturely Confider- 
. ed,Baffed,and Overthrown,and Condemned by feveral Conn- * 
cils, by many 'pious 'and learned Fathers, by a great number 
. of worthy Divines, by Papiſts, by Proteſtants, * by Calvini/ts, 
by Lutherans, by all forts of Chriſtians 3 but themſelyes. 

Now, when a Cauſe Condemned by ſeveral able and im- 

partial Judges, at ſeveral times, and in feveral places, is, by 
.. a Bill of |Revival, renewed and brought upon the Stage again 

wich -the ſelf-/eawe Witneſſes, and the ſelf-ſame. Evidence; if 


the Proper Judges, to free themſelves and others from a great 
deal of needleſs trouble, ſhould reje# and caſt it out of the 
Court: without any further Hearing, 1 think there would be 
no foul play in doing o. | 


| But 
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. But we have not treated our modern Socinians thus ; For 
did. any of them ever defire a perſonal Conference with 
any of -our Learned Divines, and was'rejedted ? Did any 
of them ever provoke the profeſſours of Divinity in either 
_ of our Univerſities, to a publick Difpuration, and was re- 
fuſed? Are not their Writings and ours to be ſeen, and 
had-in many Shops in Londen, Oxford, Cambridge, and other 
great Towns and Cities ? Have they not received our printed 
Anſwers to their. printed Objections ? If they have, Why 
ſhould this Author complain for want of fair Play? Why 
ſhould he unworthily tell the World, that we dare noe ſuffer 
qur Regen to undergo a fair Trial, for fear it ſhould prove 
alle? | 
| No, we do not doubt the Truth of our Religion, nor the 


+ ae 5. 
F bw ” ©9 ond #8," _ 
. RT 9 IIS 
_ - Y 
# » 


Ability of our Church to defeyd it; but our Lord tells,” Falſe Matt. xxiv, , 
Prophets ſhall, deceive rhany ; and St. Peter ſaith, They ſhal 2 Pet. is 2. 


bring in damnable Dofrines; and yet he tells us, Many ſhall 
olow their pernicious way;. Theſe Texts da make us jea- 
| lous that many. weak, eaſe, and credulons Men may be 
corrupted by the Soy and PFallacies of Socinian Argu- 
"ments, which, for that Reaſon ſhould not be publiſhed. - 
. But, may our, Aathor reply, and in effe& he doth fa, 
What danger can there be_ in publiſhing ſuch Arguinents, 
{ince, if they be falſe, we have great ſtore of Divines able 
to confiute them? We have fo, and bleſs*God for ic ; But 
what then? Muſt we permit the Souls of Men to be porſen- 
'ed, becauſe we abound with Sovereign. Antidotes ? Ml we 
permit-the Church our Mother, or her Soni, who are our Bre- 
thren to. receive Wounds in. their. Heads, becauſe we have 
Balſam nog to Cure them? We would take a better 
courſe than fo, and follow the old Rule, wenienti occurrite 
'morbo, prevent the Pozſon, and then we need not uſe any 
Amidotes ; prevent the Found, and then 'there-is no need 
of Plaifters; fo here, if we can, by a due Regulation of the 
Preſs, prevent. the ſpreading of erroneous Dotrines, there will 
be no. need of Confurations, OO 
Buc if Men of reſtleſs Spirits be ſtill permitted to diſturb 
- the Peace of our Church, and ſtagger the Faith of weak 
Believers, by publiſhing Arguments, which only ſeem to be 
plauſible, againſt the Fundamental Articles of our Creed, 
| We 
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we. Thall be concerned to ſpend more. time, and blot mare 
Paper, in returning juſt Anſwers to them; we muſt not guic 
the Field, ſo long as there are Enemies.in it. And ſo 1 pals 
from this Paragraph to the next,” | | 


6 7 ſuch Chriftiavs, as. have done as much. 
And tt believe, that thoſe Chriſtians, who, after 
. - ath impartial ſearch into Scripture-Truths, do own the Di 

_ winity of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt as fundamental Articles 

XX our Faith, are in a much fairer Capacity of Salvation, 
BY that our Sociniens, who, after all their Examinations, em> 
: * KC 8. Doarine Gorgoary F uy _ & the Catholick 
Pet.ii.z, Church, even denying the Lord that bought them ; a Dodrine, 
; which St. Peter ſtiles, Dammable. 5.» 
ieſ. iv. 54 St» Paul tells us, There # one Faith, one true Religion, 
. and no more ; and this one true Religion is the only right 
Path, which leads towards Heaven ; and he, who is mi- 
 Rtaken in the Choice-of his Religion, is like a Traveller, ' 
| Who, after all his enquiries, v5 a gar way ; and if he con- 
tinue under that miſtake, he hath little hopes to attain his 


4 ” 


defired Journey's end. - 


* But 
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+ Joyns this Reaſon ; two ſuch Perſons, the one after a due exa- 
mination, profeſſing a true Religim ; the other a falſe one, aye 
equally in the way to Heaven, becauſe in following their Rea- 
ſon, they both hawe done qvhat God requires. That's his Argu- 
ment, bur there's a fallacy in it; for, doth not God require, 
and doth not” Reaſon oblige us, in order to our Salvation, 
to obey one Command as well as another ? One Command 
is this, prove all things ; another immediately follows, bold 
faft that which # good. Now,-if ons Man Mo 
theſe Commands- only, and another obey them both, they do 
not nay do what God requires, nor conſequently are they 
equally in'the way to. Heaven. 

And this is the Caſe of two Perſons, who, after an equal 
Examination, hold: ewo different Religions, the" one a 
True, and the other a Falfe one; the Obedience" of the 
one is only, ſecundzm quid, 'he obeyeth but this ſingle Com- 
mand, you all things; but the other obeyeth this and char 

t00, bold faſt that which good, which a Falſe Religion 
can never be.” And if ſo, How can two ſuch Perſons be-in 
an equal Capacity'of Salvation, except a wrong Way do as 
diretly lead to Heaven as the right one? | 

- There i another Afertion in the fame Paragraph, which 
FE cannot pals over without ſome RefleRions upon it, and 
tis this 3 The perverſe holding of Religion; 4. e. taking it up on 
eruſt, whether it be true or falſe, is Hereſie. This: definition: 
of Herefie is to me a new one, and repugnant to many old 
ones, which I have met with. "15 | 


It is true, the'different Opinions of the old Philoſophers, - 


whether True or Falſe, are indifferently ſtled by Epiphanias, 


Toy $1X00vpay Aipiorrs the Hereſies of: che Philoſophers,-- 'But in Ep7ph. Her, 
Matters of Religion, this word, Hereſie, is very ſeldom, if 8: 


ever, uſed in any Senſe, but a bad one; the Evangeliſt 
mentions the Se#, in the: Greek, Algzow,- the Herefie of 
the Phariſees and the Sadduceer, an\ Expreflion, which doth 
no way commend them. Nor did 'the Few: intend the 


credit of the Chriſtian» Rehgion, when they called it, - chis - 


' Se&F, or as it 15 in the Original, Algsns avny this Hereſie: And 
as- for the Pagans, many of them had as bad an a: 


But to juſtifie this ſtrange-(Paradox, this Author ſubs © © 


the &-# of 
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” of it, and fliled it, Algwny"Anur, an Athciſtical Hereſie; ſo 

+ C. 15. : 

| | _ _ Sure it is, the word is now generally uſed in an ill Senſe, _—_ 
and doth neceſſarily imply nothing glſe, but: an «»/oundne/s . 4 


4 and te ay of Opinion, about Matters of Religion; ac- 4 
Wl, Conſticur. Kage 4 the old Cenov Law of the" Greek: Church defines | 
F. 12. an Heretick thus; © wi\&r 5g, one that /is not right in | 
wc. Carthag. his Fudgment. The Council of Carthege' deſcribes them 
n.25- thus; vi wi difdGormys beds ms wy Xernayes, Hereticks are they, 
rtull. de who have wrong apprehentions abouc the Chmiſtian Faith. Ter-+ 
P  Velandn- tullian, defines Hereſfie thus, quodcunque advernis weritatem ſapit, 
: whatſoever makes againſt,not the Laws of God, but his Truth ; 
accordingly an Heretick, in the Language of Heſjcbias, 1s 
this, 5 dxvo 7 mags my «Aigner aightp&r Yew, one that chuſeth 
ſome Opinion beſides, or againſt the Truth. Fats 


Theſe - Definitions of Ancient Divines inform -us what 
their Thoughts were cory. hr. namely, that it was 
nothing elſe but an Opinion againſt fome Truth. But 
this late Author is of another mind, for he tells us, That the 
taking up a Religion" on truſt, "though the true one, s Hereſie, 

'.._ .._ and according as Men are more or leſs partial in. examining, 

. They 'are more or leſs bereticsl. But if this be ſo, then muſt 
| the Nature and Eſſence of Truth depend on the bare a& of 
== '-Examination, which cannot be, becauſe Truth will remain 
| Truth, whether it be examined + or not ; the Rriteſt Exa- 
mination doth not confiture Truth, but only makes it evi- 


Indeed he, who takes up a true Religion barely - upon 
eruſt, may be to blame ; but his Fault 1s not Here/te, but Ne- 
gligence and Diſobedience ; *ris not, as Herefie is, an Errour 
im point of Judgment, but a' Sin in point of: Prafice; tis 
not the Vio/ation of a DoBrine, but the Trenſgreſſion of a 
Command. So that whatever Title we may give ſuch a 
oo, we cannot juſtly brand him with the Name of He- 
TEtICK. | 


But 
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© But yet' our Author, from theſe foregoing Premiſes, in- 
fers this'as an Epipbonema, or granted Concluſion ; /o that * 
"tis mot, what « 'Man profeſſeth ; but, bow, that juſtsfieth or 
condemns him before God; 'No. Is the what excluded? And 
is the, bow, all?. Suppoſe a Man profeſs the Religion of 
 Mabomet with the greazeſt Devotion that can be, would nor 
the what condemn him, or would the; bow excuſe him ? 
Suppoſe ' a Few, with/ the. higheſt Rewerence ſhould have of- 
fered up: a Swine inſtead of, a, Lawh, would not the what, 
| the matter of his Sacrifice, notwithſtanding its exatteſt man: 
ner, have rendred it abominable ? The Truth is, God con- 
fiders both the what and the bow,' the ſubfarce; of: his. Wor- . 
ſhip, and its circumſtances roo; and.if ſo, Why doth this Man 
cell us, 'tis not the what, but the how? # 4 


And now being wearied with purſuing this Author through 
ſo man {mpeoons Allegations aaunt the Reſtraint of 
the Prels, I ſhall take my leave of him when 1 have pro- 
» pounded two. ol {xg againſt chat unlimiced Liberty of 
the. Preſs,. for 'which, he 1s. ſo zealons 'an Advocate, and 

andchat, I fear, upon an ill Deſign; and my firſt Argument 


15 this. 


- 7. - Since this unlimited Liberty” of the Preſs would cer- 
tainly be, as this Auchor himſelf doth not deny, an in-lec 
to Schiſms, Herelies, and a great variety of Opinions and 
PraQices . in Matters of Religion; . the allowance of ic can 


never conſiſt with that Command of God, contend earneſt-Jude 3. 


ly for the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 


"This Text ſuppoſeth that the true Faith, or which is all 
one, the true Religion, is but one; and chat for that one, ' 
we are to Contend, and that Earneftly too.:' Now, to allow 
an unlimited Liberty: to the Preſs, which" will open a wide 
Gap' to introduce falſe-Religions, is -ſo far-from a conten- 
ding for the one true Faith, that it is indeed a comonrieg 
againſt it; and therefore ſuch an allowance is a dire brea 
p. this Command. FUR | 
| > EF / 2s vince 
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2. Since-this unlimited: Liberty 'of - che Prefs would cer- 


_ rainly prove an-in-let to Schiſms, Hereſies, and falſe Re 


-ligions, the allowance of 'it would be contradictory: to the 


. 


. Judgment and: Practice of the univerſal Church. in all 


Ages... 


_ Te is true, the Church of Chriſt in all- Ages had'-not the 
uſe of a Prefs, but if the late. Art of Printing, withour any 
due Reſtraint ſhould mig a means to introduce an inun- 
dation of Herefies; the allowance of ſuch a Liberty, and 

ſe numerous Errours, with which it would -be atten- 


- ded, would be diametrically oppoſite to the Judgment and 


PraQtice of the Catholick Church from one Generation te. 
another . | 7 


-; Now, . the Queſtion which relates to the Caſe in hand, 
is this ; How did the Primitive Saints deal with thoſe Men, _ 
who differed "in Opinion from the received} Doctrine of 

Ne. Catholick FS anbr 4 They 45 So Fs rrnay 
2. Tim. 2. 25,.  meekneſi infiruf# thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves ; they did fo, they uſed all gentle iS: rational 
means to reduce them 3 but when this would not do, What 
courſe: took. they: then 2 Did. they indulge them ? Did 
they. give them an univerſal Liberty of Conſcience ? Surel 

no ; and to prove this, three Things ſhall be ſhewed. Firft, 
That an unlimited Toleration of all Opinions and PraQti- 


- "ces in the Matters of Religion, is contrary to the Judg- 
- ment and Practice of particular Learhed Men in the Prims 


tive Charch. 


 Twtalion, indeed tells. us, Nov Religionis eo cogere Rel; 


 pionem,. que: [powte- ſuſcipi. debeat, now viz, the owning of any 


 ſuſeips 
Rebgion. ought ta be free, not forced ; and 'cis belt, that ic 
thould be fe; buc- leſt this Exprefion. ſhould be made. ufe 
of, as. Pemelius wards it, ad: ſeftorur licen tian, as a Licenſe 
to Hereticks ; the fame Torialien faith elſewhere, cd officiums 
Heretico: compelli, non. inlici dignum- eft ; it is fic the lou 
” s. 
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ve ſhould be compelled, not allared, to do what becomes 
thetn. * Peyv a a. | 


St. Hierom faith of Hereſie, (cintilla ſtatim, ut apparuerit , Hieroymus 
xs; 17g ef, the very firſt ſpark of 'it ſhould not be che. G24 5-9. 
riſhed, but extinguiſhed; and how far he was from counte- 
nancing ill Opinions, is evident from his Fpiſtle to - 
rizs, Where” he calleth his oppoſing the Herefies of thoſe $ 
times, Chriſts belum, the War of Chriſt. And Fevarden- Fevard. tn 

| tins tells us, Gloriatur Hieromymus ſe heretics nunquam pe- renei Pre 
percifſe, St. Hierom glotieth, - that he never ſpared any He. - 


- "That great Man St. Auftim, who was very tender 'of- 
pin Men for their Opinions, -did yet write ſeveral 
piſtles to the Governours © of ſeveral Provinces, which 
bear this Inſcription, De moderat® coercendis Hereticis, where- 
itt he doth befeech 'them to Refram Hereticks, not by 
Capital Puniſhments , wr ſome gemler  Corre&ions. 
That Sentence, which itims againſt the | 
Donatiſts, St» Auſtin thought too ſevere, and ſo do 'we; 4wyt.in & 
mnoverits wor debits morti dandos, know that ye muſt die, 61. © 
_ as ye deferve;'' ſach yg en" Courſes are very impr 
per means to reduce Hereticks ; chey are 
with our Lord's Deſigns, and cannot be reconciled - to ; 
that Command of his, Compe! them to come in, that 'myLuk, xiv. 23 
houſe may be filled ; the Compulſion, here requenty | muſt | 
be ſuch, as tends to recover Men, not to ' them; 
and certainly to ſend them - os? of the' W#, ld by bloody 
Laws, wete a ſtrange way of bringing them ##o' the 
Church, That Expreffion of St. Paul will never warrant 
ſach a courſe; Galathians 5.- 12. 1 wonld they were even 
cur off, which trouble you. He doch not wiſh they were &illed 
with che Sword, but only c«# off from the' Church by Ex- 
communication. | Fg ; 
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But p 2h. j REA Laws may not be Be Tye 213- 
'Jels it be in caſe of profeſſed Atheiſm, groſs —_— or 
downright Bloſphemy, yet. for the gs ap of ..other Opi- 


| - © nions and. Practices, which « he .Dodrine, and-di:' 
K ſturb the Peace of the Carbolick = ſome gencler Puniſh- 
3 ments have been uſed, and in S, Pe . Judgment, ws! 

ought 'to be. ©... -: 7h 


In. ſhort, al thoſe oe D, Pious Men, who were 
ſo renowned in. former Ages, Athansſim,  great-'St. Baſil, 
Irenaws, and. many others, have declared -to all ſucceeding 
Generations, that they did not approve of a general To- 

ation of all. Opinions-and Practices in-the Matters -of Re- 
For, why elſe did_ they write. ſo. vehemently, a- 
gainſt the 11] Opinions :of . Arias, Eutyches, 'Neft and 
| other Hereticks; concerning whom Cyrit. of "hs Haan gave 
rel. 'Bierſal -every Orthodox Chriſtian this Advice. wi, od, ud xutgew nints 

&ch. 6. abbormer, avoid __ da-not lo much as once nero TO 


lot _—_ 


2p” - 

"2d a -"Tis: certain WE an anicarſel þ aa of. Conſcience, 

. an wlimited Toleration of all - Opinions and - Practices in 
the Matters of Religion, i is direaly contrary to the Decrees 
and [Canoxs-of antient Conncilr, and..that we may ſee in- a 
tew Inſtances ;. wed 4440! - 


The: gs and Canons ow Councils did hot leave Men 
to _ Liberty of their -own Conſciences, as to the uſe of 
both the Sacraments... 


I - 


| .. The + Council jo Carthage eſtabliſhed his Canon in te- 
mo. Carthag« ference co, Bapti| iſm, /%75, nt wares x reoytrrams. Baan loa dpro:- 


me. 122 aw; Arca cn, Wholuever demicth that lictle ww, newly 
| born, ought to b aptiſed, let him be accwrſed, excom- 
municated, 


And- 
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IF) And as £0. tne Ot ITS 20D ahero a. "Gation, | 2-6 ; 

aſcribed.to. the Apo2/s  themſelyes, mejugh runs thus. Mlders 4pef nl 
07; lenders mg, ors. 5.7y Aye p 


0 o peek au X21. by 27 , -Who; come co-che 
Publick Aſſemblies, and there hear the Scriptures ; bur ſtay | 
not to receive the Holy Communion, ought co be Excommu- 
cated, and ſo thought the Council of Antioch : Tis annepugs- Conc. Antioch 
uhges Tet. * Alar! werntiannlav amweAiiTes. ive Ths | "BxxAnotng. -They, £»-2. 
who-curn cheir Backs,upon the. Hol | 

be caſt out,of bg: Church, 
Zonaras tells us, did, by-a areond of. omg xcommuni- 
cate all Perſons, -who abſtained from the Holy Sacramene; 
oh Teiis nueuags' for three Lords Days together, . « 


«1s The. jab Canons 'of Councils. did not. 1 
Mea to.che liberty, of cheir, own. RES as t wx 
ſervation of. the Lords is. fy 0 


Concerning chis_ the Canncil. of - Laodices 1s Donut x 
"Ov. Ji. xpurards "ludziCom, of in m5 Salam gahdten* Thu 5. xweranls Cone. Liaod. + 

7s, 8nd Lew, &s Xe74ns no Chriſtian ought r0.2& like.a Caring 
Few; and, reſt. upon the. Sarerday;. but. hy refer.our. Lord: : 
days, and.reſt. in;themz,and as for ſuc [d-tranſerefs "1 
rhis. Canon, 't the Council paſſed. this | wr, upon.them; 4% 
ao *ArdNua obs xexns let them. be accurſed of Chriſt: 
nor was it left as a thing Arbitrary for Men commonly co 
Faſt upon the. Sunday, oh, A Clergy-man did- it, | x8Swee'Sw; Apoſt. Can.6e 
let him-be depoſed or degraded; if. a Laj-man did it; dpoertiouy 
let him.be. Excommunicated ; % ſay the Apoſtles. Canons, 


\. 3. The Danes and Canon of Councils did not leave Men 
to + liberty of their own Conſciences, as tothe ule of Pib-- 
lik CORES, and the irequenting a; Sacred Allemblies held. 
therein. | 


The Heretick Euſtathias, , inthe 2 fourch- Century, Ee 
Publick Churches, taught his Followers to Pray and perform 
other Acts of Divine Service in private Convemticle:. Againft 

this. Practice the Council of Gangra Eſtabliſhed their Canons. W 
"Et 


- 
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3 ourdfon Ardviua Vow" and again, "Br pr mays Thu Snrclar war” Vilas 
{ ," - dnnayndte, &c. If any Man teach, char the "Church and So- 
' Jemn Aſernblier "met therein, are' to be deſpiſed, and if any 
Man' ſhall” ſet up -Privare- meetings '\ for” the” Worſhip of 
_ : without - Licence from: his Biſhop , let him- be a& 
CU . | 


- Theſe 'Canons ,” atid many niore to the like effe&; are 
undeniable Evidences; ' that the Councils of the Primitive 
Church were far enough from being favourers of a general 
-omony of all Opinions and Praftices in Matters of Re- 


3- *Tis certain that an Univerſe! Toleration of all Opini- 
ons and: Practices in matters of Religion is contrary to the 
| and Prefiice even. of the Roman Church itſelf. - 
What their judgment' is in this caſe, we are informed from 
the Learned Men of their Communion; Loris, one of their 
| Feſuites, intimates his Opinion, as well as his Authors, when 
Lavin in he faith, Heretic: ref? Clement exterminando; precipit; Cle- 
#0. 10:30 wens did juſtly command Hereticks tobe rooted ont. 7he- 
F mas "Aquinas , their engelical © Dofor , ' delivers his Opinion 
Age. 3.2.94.1. concerning Hereticks very roundly thus 3 Now ſolnm ab. Ec+ 
*J tlefia per Excommunicationem ſeparandor, ſed etiam per mortem 
| ' # mundo _excludendes; Hereticks deſerve not only to be ex- 

. eluded from the Church by Excommunication 5 but alſo 
+. from the Ferld'by Death. Bellarmene, their moſt illuſtrious 
-Cardinal,” ſpends a whole Chapter in proving, that Here- 
ticks, poſſe ac deberi temporalibus penis, atque*etiam ioſs ore 

re ri; that incorrigeable Hereticks not only may, 

but muſt, ſafter Temporal Puniſhments, yea and Death 
ieſelf; "But there is no Man, that ſpeaks more fully to this, 

a. jn than Maldonate, another Feſuite, who expreſly faith, Com- 
9-v. 55. burendi tanquam proditores, & transfuge diſcedentes Hereticz: 
> Hereticks, who depart from the Church, are to be barns, as 
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{o many Traitowrs and Renegadoes. 


And 
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And whom he means by theſe Hereticks, he elſewhere 3 
tells us, 'Colviniftos & Lutheranos Hereticos efſe quis non vi Maldonat. in 
| det ?  nullus nunquam Hereticw fuit, nullms Hereticus efſe Matth 13-2 
poteſt, fs ili Heretici non ſunt; who doth not know, - that ** 
Calvinifts and Lutherans, Proteſtants of both Denomina- 
tions, are Hereticks ? If they are not, no Man ever was, nor 
Sy be, _— *Tis boldly fpoken, but never was, never will 
prov” T2 3 nn SET FS | | 


- And *tis worth our Obſervation, that the ſame -Jefaie hath 4 
left the Kings of the Chriſtian Church this advice ; Admones Maldoner, in 
nen licere illus iff as, quas vocant, Conſcientie libertates nimilins Mazth. c. 1:3, 
noſtro tempire uſu atas Heereticis dare, 1 put Princes in mind; F* 2 
chat it is not lawful for any of them to grant Hereticks, 5. e. 
Proteſtatits, any Liberty of Conſcience, of which he com- 
plains as a thing too often g 


Pagen, or Rome Papal hath ſhed the Lreater quarry of 
, and Mal 


j 


Arguments, that 
hrs os, has Hand ſo ever the _ 
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(48) 
"36 ' did well, when thev Worſhipped God. by an Image. 
Cor: Vii. 7. Sr, Pout; mentions, Fweidroy 5 vidkks, the: Conſcience of Ko 
4:24 1d01,-4.e, a falſe Opinion, that-there was ſome thing of 
6. Divinity in" it, and accordingly did ſuch - Men Sacrifice 


6: .-But was this Opinion and Pradtice allowed by any of their 
 _. rebgious Kings, becauſe it was:ſutable to the miſtaken Con- 
| - - ſciences of ſome of their Subjeas? did Hezekiab, did Foftab, 
nay did Febu, grant a Publick Indulgence for the Worſhip 
=S of Idols, | becauſe many both Leicks and Prieffs were far 
 ..,.1- it? -It.was fo far from this, that, akhongh a great'num- 
\-. - 1 ber of their Subjects were) too-muchinclined, and had been 
: 3 too long accuſtomed to it,» they: cook-Eare to root it our, 
...-2, Nor, was- ſuch - an- Univerſal Tolleration of all: Religi- 
| ons ever known in former. Ages in | the Chriftian Church, 
fince the Religion of Chriſt was own'd by Kings and Em- 
PETOTS- > Gu Þ i =— : | : 


.- Its:true, Secrares tells us, that the - good Emperor Theods- 
Five 61d: bear: with the Nowatiens, but he bore with-none be- 
fides3 what he ſaid to' Demophilas, an Arrien Biſhop, © we 
Jeers L 5. 6.7: have from-the ſame Hiſtorian. . #436 or of wongior 
 * ©" 2wy aade, I command thee to quit the Chriſtian Churches: 


.- Tis alſo-true;' that the Emperor Conſtantine the Great 

did-once-{ign-a; Reys/ Edi# for ſuch a Toleration, the ſum 
+, of which is thus Recorded by Euſebizs, fuchy 34 mis. 22 crans 
7 i) way indNiegy digeay 7s dxonuSrir Th opnoxela © ol dy Grandinr. 
\.. +46 Ler us give both tothe Chriſtians and to all-others the 
free Choice, of their Religion.” And hereunto he added 
this: Charge ; Muyeſtis roy 876g meer geimw, Tng-506 dp 1 {v0 
Bis), Tim & gexrTerw” Let no- Man diſturb his - Neighbour 
mn _- of Religion, but let every one do as his Soul 
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aw Command ne 1 
Images. The fa | Hiſtorian ſaith, _T 


(59) 


we have the Aupony of Sozomen, who faith, 'Ov mwg 
Sox; 4, 2:6. "1 as 8e cunts "Ape 3 Th. Brier «mo 
*q ". Arims Was. called back from, Baniſhmenc nor ' 
| g afrer_the Council. of . Nice * ahd how he dealt with 
| "Hereticks,, the ſame Hiſtorian bled ng Us, Kaine 
I Sox T2. 6537, bg vbaoy 5 bamdb; egrrmtir dpap edna OE ied 
" Wrmeing Thres, x; wire us nnicus NW, uſrre Iyvdly,* | 
_ By a Law he Comfnzgded that che ORs, of * 
"ticks. ſhould be took. from Gon, and that” the 

hold'no Aſſemblies either in” Publick or Private og 


And as this good. Emperor took care to root op all | 
(26 Wo ip, and to, fuppreſs i= | 5rd WklonÞ be by 
b is Royal A Amorny promote the rg ery rvice of God. 
| \thar end, he ſer forth a Law obſervation of”the- 
| Auf. de vita "Lords day. 'S Faſchins cells us, Tols vav Thu Poualey dyibuw 
. Conſt. 146.13, arr bodfort £mect, genie” dyen-THHs iauyUuats v6 exiiiey; ulegcs 

oovet or as the _ Hiſtorian ſaith 'in' another place, 

oe. He Exhorted, na Y, by a Law he re- 

tired the cnmeralic of his Subj o ceafe from all 

Fn WOrgy meſs upon the Lord's dies, that therein 
NE leon the. xerciſes of Religion, Ty 


T_ theſe 3th Herpeg b WU hi'area- 
"+allible i held $o3 the .alchd vg '*his' his” good —_ 
did once,” in Chriftian Policy” for "ng tktebint" 64, 
Sgn.a Royal Edi for a ' Toleration ' of -all 
Relig; ; Ss when it nigh bo otherwiſe, he die noc 


a 3 <2 


& :2 


rors, Timur *Albuiy di iy * 

= XS a an; we” Condemn every es FT os 
BO Hereticks ſhould eranſinit ak i1l Opinions to Poſtit, 
| Theodolins and. Valentinian. did. Command ,by a Law, 
Balſam. in © Vivet <p9ditige, that their Writings ſhould be- cat into 
pal Corf-Brthe Flares, We Read, that they were" debarfelf from 
the Common DFrieget, of” Orthodox Chinſtias)” a Thbro- 


| WT4 
as v3, er meh, fan che Gul: Law, and. it 


inſftances'in.feveral particulars, Mndyyular Seprciar "ako rs Bloſtaris Syne; 
roy Autry pemrieds. mmiear [Agents nemo, We decree ler, 


that. Hereticks ſhall be uncapable-of any Publick Employ- 
many whether Mbilicgry or Civil ; nor might thev be. ad- 
pg _ Hen 2+.in their Courts-of Judicature; *Agends 


Blaſt. $ 
bans Let not an Heretick's Teſtimony. Apbek. ine 


*Agermudts Gu Hirriregriea xAngorouls? No | Hereuck ſhall. Is: 1dem 5b:d. 


= _— agaiolf; an. Orthodox Chriſtian,: : nay- more; 


beric the Eſtate of his Father. In ſhort; we. find Here: 
ticks Fence hc  Dgroſec Baniſhed, - and. ſometimes Fined 3 
> www et Law of five, mentioned by the Coun- 
of Cave we, which Enatted. that in fome Caſes, He- 

As pit. the Canem words j,.0p 6 2h © 
ck, Ten Pounds of Gold, dah 


| Now, we do not Write this OTH avign to encou- 


rage: the Governours of. our Church or State to exerciſe + 


any Severity towards.our and owagnablo Diſſenters, 
who ciffec rom.us only, in the Circamſtantals of our Re- 
ligion ;, but; we \mention /cheſe ho Ga: .to confirm, an 


las: Teas _ Orton and Frcs" 


Uiages $0 a itt of the win her = 
and tau crerodox Opinions "ow 
nor be otherwiſe rochund, 7 


5. "Tis certain that an unllaa? Toleration of all O- 
pinions and Praftices-in' Matters.of ;R 5. directly 
contrary tothe Divine w; to the Will God revealed 
ob y written WS: 


wriener | a Rag fl . hey {fe 

they were pr has See) gran ws 

chey were Commanded. I as a 
2 .m 


Concil. mp 


Ui 


Ma 


.matter of- Choice, whether they would Ciroameiſe Moira 


TD 'fafnts, or” not 5 no, the' Law was this, tbe U, 


+" Or APy 


Matth. 13. 30. Lord by the? 


Er in of-our Sayiont's'v 


| neircumciſed 
| May child ſhall be cat of” Nor were they left" co-thetr” 
own Liberty, whether they would come to 'Ferwſalem: to 
eat the Paſſever, or not ; no, the Text ſaith of good Fo- 
ſlab, The King commanded all the pe » JOE... keey the 
' Paſſover. We''do not find any '111".10% of 
Religion pag co the Jewiſh Ch by Alepighty God, 
their good Kings: 5 


And as chere i is no- deck thing to ) be found in ke £ Low or 
hes Prophets 3 ſo there is very grok etle or nothing to be mee 
.> th in'the whole Goſpel, that gives any Countenance to 
.; fach a PraQtice's the "main place; which" ſeems to look 
© that way, is in the Parable of the Fares : "of which: *tis 
ſaid, Zer how oor until the Harveſt, what means our 
it indeed his'pleafure, that 3H Men, and - 
i1"Opimions, ſhould be mile and” countenanced '1n his 
Chrarch-?-'St;, Chryſoffam yo us another Interpretation 
ds Kander! Argamts dvargery vj emo gples 
T6; our' doth Hers forbid ns to ill and: thay ; Here- 
ad Bo $oobt#its ray ca x07 
Rod? Lak Brie and a Helter the ſime thing 
> ine yer ie ht red, "bat may ho mot: 


the'f: oy Phy; aehoſaithi Their 260k, 
"or TE can that betohs, AiBuhiers' 

_—_ nd Penal Laws? And if an Univerſ#t Libawy of Con- 

ence in Opinion a ag about matters of Reli- 


$07 RS: Pee Kays nan ofa vRngeR, what 
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And . fince 'St, Pas, who well knew the Mind of 
Chrif, did, upon juſt he He, make uſe of his Apoſto-- 

licsl -Rod to puniſh , not only Immeralities in te. 

hue Errors in Judgment too ; we may thence infer, 
that an unlimited Toleration of all Opinions in | Mat- 
ters of Religion hath no manner of Countenance 
from the Law of Chrif; we read, that St, Paul made 


uſe of this Red, to. ſtrike Elymas blind ; and why he AR. viii. 10. 


did fo, that Expreflion intimates, ile thou not ceaſe to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord ? It was for his op- 
poſmg the Goſpel, and that in all probability aroſe 
from the- Error of his Judgment. But the Caſe 1s yec 
more pain in the Example of Hymenew and Alexan- 
der, © 
Satan ; a ſevere Puniſhment, ſur? futuri- judicit prejudi- 
cium, "tis a fore-ſtalling the dreadful Judgment of God. 
$o Tertu8ian. Bur why did 'St. Paut inflia it? He gives 


whom St. Paul ſaith, I have delivered them to i Tim. i. 20: 


this Reaſon, Concerning faith they have made ſhipwrack; 1 Tim, i. 1g. © 
or as he elſewhere expreſſeth-ic, They have: erred 'con- » Tan, 6.18. 3 


cerning the Truth. It was tor their i Opinion about one 
' Article of our Creed. 4 hoe" | 


WS « 
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Theſe Inſfances are enough to ſhew that a Tolera- 
tion of all Opinions and PraQices in Matters of Re- 
ligion was never thought to be lawful, and conſequent- 
ly ſuch an unlimited Liberty of the Preſs, as tends'to 
bring in, and ſpread Errors and Hereſfies, ought not to 
- be allowed. SR OOO NOR Ss + PEAK, 


And now I ſhall take my leave of my Reader, 
when I have admoniſhed him, that in all this Dif- 
courſe, I plead for the Regulation of the Prefs, as.to 
ſuch Books: only, as concern Moralicy, Faith, and Re- 
ligious :\Worſhip, of which, our Learned Ecclefiaftical 
| Gover us are the moſt proper Judges. But as to Po- 

| She ate Aﬀaus, they fall under the Cognizance 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, whoſe Province it is, and "_—_ | 


ns ſhould be, to to, prevent. the apbliſking of of all ſuch 
wy ets -as ten I e=rrrS popular Sedi- 
tion, Treaſon, and Rebellion. ' .And”had "this been 


"carefully done” ſome Years _ it” migtic have” happily 
prevented thoſe dreadful Confulions, under which our 
Church and State now do, and Kill are. 60 Wks" 0 


' PFaewel. 
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Turkiſh Spy, who lived 45 Years at Pars un 
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